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I. Introduction: the world—a house of horrors 
 
a. Well as we begin, I just want you to know that I really believe in what we’re 

about to do here. 
 

b. And what we’re about to do here is theology 
 

c. And the thing about theology is that it is not and was never intended to be 
mere abstract, theoretical ideas disconnected from real life—no! 

 
d. The essence of what theology is designed to do is holistic life-transformation! 

It is for life—it is for living!  
 

e. There is nothing theoretical about it—no! True theology is taking the most 
lofty, exalted thoughts about God and connecting them to the everyday issues 
in the trenches of life. 

 
f. And my job as a pastor—at least, one of my jobs, is to have things of eternal 

weight pressed into your souls! 
 

g. Part of what it means for me to disciple you is to help you understand all of 
life’s deepest dilemmas in light of all that the Triune God is doing in and 
through Christ in the world! 

 
h. In other words, I exist on the planet to repair your wounded souls with the 

Word of God so that you can go back out there and fight in the trenches of 
the Great Commission—that is theology! 

 
i. And that’s why we’re doing these theology seminars every single month! 

 
j. To help you take the most lofty, exalted thoughts about God and connect 

them to the everyday issues in the trenches of life. 
 

k. The secret to a thriving soul is not to avoid thinking deeply about God, but to 
push ourselves deeper than ever into who God is!  

 
l. And tonight our topic is one of earth-shattering significance, because we 

touch upon one of the most sensitive nerves of our existence, namely, the 
reality of sin, suffering, Satan and evil in the world and how and why God 
allows it and controls it and does not prevent it. 
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m. And we desperately need to talk about this! You don’t need me to tell you that 
we live in a world that is filled with horrifying things. 

 
n. The pages of history drip with blood, they echo with war, they reek of death 

and are haunted with the nightmares of countless unspeakable acts committed 
with incredible brutality! 

 
o. I mean, even just the 20th century, with all of its technological progress and 

human innovation was the bloodiest in human history! 
 

• WWI: 15 million 
• Under Stalin’s regime: 20 million 
• WWII: 55 million 
• People’s republic of China under general Mao: 40 million 

 
p. The question is: do we really see anything changing in the 21st century? I 

mean, are we going to kid ourselves into thinking that the nature of man’s 
heart magically changed in the year 2000 and that the magical fairytale utopia 
is just beyond the horizon?  
 

q. We don’t believe that, mostly because of what the New Testament says about 
where history is headed (especially in the book of Revelation) and the 
trajectory that we can see with our very own eyes makes us appropriately 
pessimistic about the power of mankind to turn things around. 
 

r. The world in which we live is a global house of horrors and as those who 
believe in the goodness and mercy and love and power and sovereignty of 
God this seems to pose a problem, does it not?  

 
s. And yet, you notice that the title for this seminar has the word problem in 

quotation marks. 
 

t. And I did that not to be calloused or cavalier, but because at the end of the 
day, the Bible just doesn’t see this as a problem! 

 
u. Now, don’t misunderstand—sin is a problem! Sin and evil are the most 

devastating dilemmas in the universe for human beings, because God hates sin 
and evil with righteous fury and on their own, there is nothing that human 
beings can do to fix it! That is an eternally significant problem!  

 
v. But the reason why I call it this the “problem” of evil is because although we 

feel like God’s goodness and sovereignty is called into question by the 
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existence of evil, the Bible relieves our fears and lets us know that this is 
simply not the case! 

 
w. The Bible has an answer—it has a solution for the problem of evil—and it is 

glorious and hope-giving and triumphant and is one of the most—if not the 
deepest foundation of our joy! 

 
x. And what we must do is have the courage to open our Bibles dive into the 

deepest, darkest places of Scripture and be willing to believe what the Bible 
actually says about God and His relationship to sin, suffering, Satan and evil. 

 
y. And what the Bible says about God and His relationship to sin and evil—you 

ready for this, is that God is absolutely sovereign over all of it.  
 

z. That’s the solution for the “problem” of evil—the sovereignty of God—the 
absolute undisputed dominion of God over everything in the universe! That’s 
the solution! That’s where we’re going! 

 
aa. Or, as I’m going to argue, the sovereign love of God is the Bible’s deepest 

explanation for why there is sin and evil in the world!  
 

bb. And I ain’t gonna lie to you—this won’t be an easy thing to hear and it won’t 
be an easy thing to teach. In fact, tonight and next month are very likely 
going to be the greatest intellectual challenge of your entire lives. 

 
cc. You and I both are in real need of God’s grace tonight. And I have prayed 

much for you before teaching this seminar!  
 

dd. I have prayed that that instead of being skeptical and cynical and defensive 
that God would use His Word to open your eyes to see that His sovereignty is 
nothing to be threatened by, but rather something to rejoice in.  

 
ee. That instead of stiff-arming the sovereignty of God over sin and evil, that you 

would instead melt in submission to what you see in the text!  
 

ff. And what you have to get is that to withstand the 21st century with its ever-
increasing instability and hostility towards people like us, you need something 
more than a soft, non-theological cushion of warmth. 

 
gg. No, what you need is a gloriously big God! You need a God who is not just 

generally or “kinda” sovereign, but rather One who governs everything that 
comes to pass. 
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hh. You need a God who will not apologize for His absolute dominion over 

everything and thankfully…that is the only God there is! 
 

ii. What we need to hear is that sin and evil and the horrors of this world are not 
only known by God and allowed by God and permitted by God, but even 
more than that…they were foreordained and even predestined by God for the 
glory of His Son. 

 
jj. That’s the answer and so, ready or not, here we go! 

 
II. Proposition 

 
a. My aim and purpose tonight is to demonstrate from Scripture that the deepest, 

most ultimate explanation for the existence of sin and evil in the world is the 
sovereign love of God. 
 

b. Not just the sovereignty of God alone and not just the love of God alone, but 
the sovereign love of God is the deepest explanation for the existence of sin 
and evil in the world.  
 

c. I’m going to argue that, in some mystery that we may never fully 
comprehend in this life, that God lovingly designed a plan of salvation that 
included sin, evil and sinners who would need a Savior. 

 
d. And I’m going to argue that the reason He did that, was so that in the end, 

Jesus Christ would be put on display for the supremely valuable treasure that 
He is! 

 
e. Now, don’t misunderstand! God is still holy, sinners are still guilty, man is still 

responsible for every decision he makes—none of that changes whatsoever! 
 

f. I’m just arguing that in some mystery, incomprehensible to human logic, God 
ordained that sin and evil would exist in the world in such a way so that, in 
the end, when all of history is over, the beauty and supremacy of Jesus Christ 
would be put on display for our everlasting joy forever! 

 
g. In other words, my aim is to demonstrate from the Bible that the sovereign 

love of God ordained that sin and evil would exist to display the supremacy of 
the Son for our everlasting satisfaction forever. 

 
h. I’m going to prove this with 6 parts: 
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• Part I—Pose the ultimate questions about sovereignty and evil 

 
• Part II—Present the solution to the problem of evil: the sovereign love 

of God to display the supremacy of Christ  
 

• Part III—Portray of the Biblical evidence of the sovereignty of 
God…over everything 

 
• Part IV—Probe the tension between God’s sovereignty and man’s 

responsibility 
 

• Part V—Prove that sin and evil serve the sovereign plan of God in 
bringing glory to Christ 
 

• Part VI—Propose answers to common objections about the 
sovereignty of God (as well as answer your questions) 

 
o Finish with some applications 

 
III. Part I—Posing the ultimate questions and possible solutions to the “problem” of 

evil  
 
a. Now, to get us started we need to ask a series of really difficult, challenging 

and yet, very necessary questions, all of which will be answered in some form 
or another before we’re done. For instance: 
 

• Is God in absolute sovereign control over sin, Satan, evil and suffering? 
 

o If God is sovereign over sin and evil, in what sense is God 
sovereign over those things? What is His exactly relationship to 
those things? 
 

▪ Does God merely just know about those things 
beforehand? 
 

▪ Does God just passively allow or “let” sin and evil 
happen and then afterwards turn it for good? 

 
▪ Or, did God before time actually predestine and design 

sin and evil to exist? In other words, in some mystery, 
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was it always His plan to write sin and evil into the 
script of history? 

 
▪ And if God did predestine and design sin and evil to 

exist, how do we reconcile that with other perfections of 
God that don’t seem compatible, like holiness, 
righteousness, goodness and love? 

 
▪ If God did predestine that sin and evil would exist, from 

what motive would God do this? Why on earth would 
He design a plan which includes sin, evil and sinners 
who need a Savior? Why would He do it like this? 

 
▪ Was there not a better, alternative plan that God could 

have created—one without sin and evil?  
 

▪ How could God possibly have ordained a plan which 
included such suffering and evil? From what motive 
would He do that? What could the ultimate end goal 
that would make a plan that included sin and evil worth 
it in the end? 

 
▪ If God is sovereign over the sin and evil that people 

commit, how can God hold those individuals fully 
responsible for those acts which He Himself ordained? 

 
▪ Does God’s sovereignty over evil in any way lessen the 

guilt or responsibility of those who commit acts of sin 
and evil? 

 
b. And if you’ve done any reading on this issue of how the sovereignty of God 

relates to sin and evil, theologians and philosophers typically try to resolve or 
explain the “problem” of evil like this: 
 

• If God is all-powerful, He is thus able to prevent sin and evil 
 

• If God is all-good, He of course wants to prevent sin and evil 
 

• But evil exists 
 

• Therefore, we are left with the following conclusions: 
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o Either a) God is not all-powerful and is unable to prevent sin 
and evil 
 

o Or, b) God is not all-good and unwilling to prevent sin and evil 
 

o Or, c) God does not exist 
 

c. And yet, what I don’t like about that traditional way of trying to trying to 
solve the problem of evil is that although it gives the impression of being 
logical, it doesn’t actually use the logic of the Bible—which we call theology!  
 

d. It makes too many assumptions about God’s power and goodness and what 
He will and will not do with His power and goodness.  

 
e. In other words, we assume that because God is all-powerful and all-good that 

He is thus obligated to prevent all sin and evil. And yet, is that what the Bible 
actually says God’s goodness and power requires Him to do? 

 
f. In other words, does God’s power and goodness require Him to prevent all sin 

and evil? 
 

g. My question is: what if God’s power and goodness actually meant designing a 
plan in which sin and evil and suffering would exist? And what if God’s 
power and goodness meant designing a plan in which God, in the end, would 
be more glorified and we would be more satisfied than if sin and evil had not 
existed?  

 
h. What if the purpose of that plan was to put His power and goodness on 

display in such a way that could not have been done unless sin and evil had 
existed? 

 
i. What I’m saying is, there has to be and is another, alternative way resolving 

the tension between God and the existence of sin and evil. 
 

j. And some people try to solve the problem of evil by saying things like: 
• Alternative #1: “Well, God knew that was going to happen…” 

 
o Yeah, but how does that help things? Does the fact that God 

merely knew about it solve anything? In fact, that only creates 
more problems. 
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o To be sure, God did know that that evil event was going to 
happen because He has known everything perfectly from all 
eternity, right?  
 

o But you can feel in your bones that that answer is not sufficient, 
can’t you? Because it portrays God inevitably as a passive 
bystander who merely knows and watches sin and evil happen 
and then afterwards makes the best of it and turns it for good. 

 
▪ And you might think: “What’s wrong with that?” Well, 

nothing initially except for the fact that the Bible 
indicates that God does so much more than merely 
know beforehand that an evil event is about to take 
place! 
 

• Alternative #2: “Well, God allowed/permitted that evil thing to 
happen…” 
 

o And to be sure, there is a level where God does allow/permit sin 
and evil to take place, but once again the problem is: the Bible 
indicates that God does so much more than merely 
permit/allow an evil event is about to take place! 
 

o The Bible is so clear that does more than passively allow sin and 
evil to happen and then try to make the best of it. 

 
• Alternative #3: “Man’s free will [alternatively, Satan] is the ultimate 

reason why sin and evil exists. God doesn’t have anything to do with 
that!” 
 

o Now I get why people say this—people lay the blame at the feet 
of sinful man or Satan as a way to demonstrate that God is not 
to blame, God is not weak, sinful or guilty.  
 

o In other words, people use this explanation as a way to uphold 
the righteousness of God and to show that sinners and Satan 
alone bear the responsibility of sin and evil, because they are the 
very ones doing the sin and evil. 
 

▪ And that’s right! We should fight for the righteousness 
and holiness of God and we should uphold man’s full 
responsibility as guilty of sin and evil. 
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• There are three problems, however, with this 

explanation: 
 

1. The free will of sinners and Satan 
(depending on how you define “free will”) 
is not actually in the Bible. 
 

2. To say that sinners or Satan are the 
ultimate explanation for sin and evil in the 
world (as in, the deepest answer that 
exists!) implies something very, very 
dangerous—if not heretical, namely, that 
there is something outside of God that He 
is either unwilling or unable to control, 
namely, the supposed “free will” of Satan 
or man. 

 
▪ Are we really willing to go there 

and say that? And more 
importantly, is that actually what 
the Scriptures say? 

 
3. This explanation again makes God an 

unwillingly passive spectator since He has 
to, out of respect for man’s free will, lets 
man act first and then make the best out of 
the mess he makes. 

 
▪ Again, all of those things are 

concepts completely foreign to the 
God of the Bible. 

 
k. So if those attempts to solve the problem of evil are inadequate and 

unbiblical—and I’m arguing that they are, then that means there has to be a 
truly Biblical way to understand God’s relationship to sin and evil in the 
world. 
 

l. That means that we are still left with the only true Biblical explanation and 
solution for why sin and evil exists in the world.  
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m. And in the spirit of full disclosure I’m going to tell you up front what I believe 
the Bible says is the solution for the problem of evil. 

 
IV. Part II: Present the solution to the problem of evil: the sovereign love of God to 

display the supremacy of Christ 
 

a. Here is what I believe is the ultimate, Biblical explanation and solution for the 
so-called “problem” of evil. 
 

• Here is why sin, suffering, Satan and evil exists—i.e., this solves the 
“problem” of evil (at least from the Bible’s perspective)! 

 
o The ultimate, final answer for the problem of evil lies in the 

infinite, unfathomable depths of the love of God. 
 

o Yes—you heard me right! The love of God is the deepest 
explanation for why there is sin and evil in the world. In other 
words, the fact that sin and evil exists in the world lies 
ultimately in the fact that God is a God of infinite love and 
mercy. 

 
▪ Which I realize, sounds crazy and counter-intuitive and 

impossible to prove, because skeptics will often say, “if 
God is a God of love, how can there be evil in the 
world?” and yet, I am going to argue that sin and evil 
exists in the world precisely because God is a God of 
love. 
 

▪ God is a God of love not despite the fact that sin and evil 
exists, but God is a God of love precisely because sin and 
evil exists! 

 
o And let me nuance that just a bit: the sovereign love of God is 

the deepest, Biblical solution for the problem of evil. 
 

o Not the sovereignty of God by itself, nor the love of God by 
itself as if you can divide up God’s attributes, but those two 
attributes of God, in particular, fused and inseparable together. 

 
▪ In other words, the sovereignty of God by which He 

controls the universe and everything in it—including the 
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sinful and evil acts of human beings, is infused by and 
inseparable from the infinite love of God! 

 
o In other words, I’m saying that God had a loving and sovereign 

plan that included even the existence of sin, evil and sinners 
who would need a Savior. 

 
o Or, to put it another way: God ordained that sin and evil would 

exist in the world for ultimately loving and wise and glorious 
reasons. 

 
o You see, what I’m going to argue tonight (and next month) is 

that in some mystery that we may never fully understand in this 
life, is that God, before time, lovingly designed that sin and evil 
would exist for the advance of His eternal plan of bringing 
glory to Christ for the everlasting enjoyment of the His 
redeemed forever (repeat!). 

 
▪ Or, the sovereign love of God ordained that sin and evil 

would exist to display the supremacy of His Son for our 
everlasting satisfaction forever. 

 
b. There! There’s my answer! Hard though it may be to swallow, that—I believe, 

is Scripture’s solution for the problem of evil! 
 

c. Sin and evil in the world is all about God’s loving, global plan of bringing 
glory to Jesus Christ for the everlasting joy of all the nations! 

 
d. The sovereign love of God ordained that sin and evil would exist to display 

the supremacy of the Son for our everlasting satisfaction forever.  
 

• Don’t you see? It’s all about the supremacy and beauty of Jesus Christ 
for our everlasting enjoyment! Sin and evil in the world is all about 
God’s plan of helping us most clearly see the worth and value and 
beauty and supremacy of Jesus Christ.  
 

• That’s why God ultimately ordained that sin and evil would exist! It’s 
all about the glory of Christ! 

 
e. So, again, my aim tonight is to prove that the sovereign love of God ordained 

that sin and evil would exist to display the supremacy of His Son for our 
everlasting satisfaction forever! 
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f. And this, of course, leads to some really crucial questions, doesn’t it? 

 
• How possibly could the existence of sin and evil and suffering lead to 

the glory of Christ for our everlasting joy? How will the glory of 
Christ be displayed through and because of the existence of sin and 
evil? 
 

• If God’s love means that He does what’s best for us, how does this 
possibly fit with a plan that included sin and evil? How can desire to 
give us what is best include a plan which includes sin and evil?  
 

• Is the eternal glory of Christ for our everlasting enjoyment truly a 
good enough reason to craft a plan that includes sin and evil? How is 
this loving? How this good news? Will the glory of Christ really be 
worth it in the end? 
 

• How do we reconcile the sovereign love of God with man’s 
responsibility? If God ordained that sin and evil would exist, how can 
He hold humans responsible for the sin and evil they commit?  

 
o And before we’re done tonight and next month, we’re going to 

answer every single one of those questions and more! 
 

▪ All with the ultimate aim of helping you trust God as 
absolutely sovereign, and of treasuring Him as infinitely 
satisfying! 
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V. Part III—A presentation of the meaning of the sovereignty of God  
 
a. You see, now I’ve got something to prove here, don’t I? I’ve got to prove that 

my premise is true. 
 

b. And my premise is that sin and evil exists ultimately because of the sovereign 
love of God. 

 
c. Or to put it another way, before time God lovingly designed that sin and evil 

would exist for the advance of His eternal plan of bringing glory to Christ for 
our everlasting enjoyment forever. 

 
d. Without minimizing God’s holiness or man’s responsibility in any way, I am 

claiming that the Bible says that God had a loving and sovereign plan before 
time to put Christ on full display through the existence of sin, evil and sinners 
who would need a Savior. 

 
e. To put it even another way: I’m claiming that before time, God lovingly 

designed a plan that would bring global glory to Christ from all the nations 
and that sin and evil were the best way to bring about the full display of the 
beauty and supremacy of Christ for our everlasting enjoyment forever! 

 
f. I’m arguing that sin and evil in the world is the best of all possible plans that 

God could have designed, because that plan will result in causing us to see 
Jesus Christ for the supremely valuable treasure that He is! 

 
g. What this means, though, is that the first order of business is to prove that 

God, in fact, absolutely sovereign over absolutely everything! 
 

h. Because if we can prove that God is sovereign over everything—including sin 
and evil, then we will be able to see that sin and evil exists ultimately because 
of the sovereign love of God to give us what is best. 

 
i. And the absolute sovereignty of God is an easy thing to prove from the Bible! 

 
j. The question is: what does the sovereignty of God mean? What does it mean 

that God is sovereign? What would you say? What’s your definition of the 
sovereignty of God? 

 
k. Definition of the sovereignty of God 
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• The sovereignty of God is His infinite, inexhaustible power to 
accomplish everything He predestined before the foundation of the 
world. 
 

• God’s sovereignty means that in eternity past God ordained, 
predestined and designed every moment of every event that would 
ever take place (including sin and evil), and that He currently guides, 
governs and controls every detail of what He designed (including sin 
and evil) for the full and eternal display of the supremacy of Christ for 
our eternal enjoyment forever.  

 
o “We believe that God, from all eternity, in order to display the 

full extent of His glory for the eternal and ever-increasing 
enjoyment of all who love Him, did, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of His will, freely and unchangeably ordain and 
foreknow whatever comes to pass. We believe that God 
upholds and governs all things – from galaxies to subatomic 
particles, from the forces of nature to the movements of nations, 
and from the public plans of politicians to the secret acts of 
solitary persons– all in accord with His eternal, all-wise 
purposes to glorify Himself, yet in such a way that He never 
sins, nor ever condemns a person unjustly; but that His 
ordaining and governing all things is compatible with the 
moral accountability of all persons created in His image.” 
(Bethlehem Baptist Church doctrinal statement, 3.1) 

 

l. Now you notice that I use the terms ordain, predestine and design fairly 
interchangeably and all of these terms describe God’s actions in eternity past. 
 

• To fully understand the sovereignty of God we have to remember that 
God is not on some willy-nilly, mad-scramble to pull off some 4th 
quarter hail Mary—no!  

 
• Everything that God does in real time, is what He planned and 

predestined to do before the foundation of the world. 
 

• Isaiah 46:9-10 

o ּנ֖וֹת זִכְר֥ו ָ֑ם רִאשֹׁ י יכִ ִּ֣ מֵעוֹל  כִ֥ נֹׁ ין אֵל ִּ֣ א  ים ע֔וֹד וְאֵ  פֶס אֱלֹהִ֖ מֽוֹנִי׃ וְאֶ֥ כ    

יד ית רֵאשִית ִּ֣מִֵּֽ֣ מַגִִּ֤ דֶם אַחֲרִ֔ ר וּמִקֶ֖ וּ אֲשֶ  ֹׁא־נַעֲשָ֑ מֵר ִּ֣ ל י אֹׁ תִ  עֲצ   

ק֔וּם י ת  ל־חֶפְצִ֖ ה׃ וְכ  אֶעֱשֶֽ   
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▪ Do you hear what God just said? He declared the end 
from the beginning!  
 

▪ Meaning: before anything existed, He had already 
declared, decreed and decided in eternity what the end 
would be!  

 
▪ And what else did God say? “…and from ancient times 

things which have not been done saying, ‘My purpose 
shall be established and I shall accomplish all of My good 
pleasure.’” 

 
• Meaning what? Before time God determined that 

everything He planned, He would accomplish! 
 

• You see? Everything is planned? Everything is 
predestined! Everything is predetermined! Not 
one single detail is accidental or left to chance or 
outside of what God had predetermined from 
before time began! 

 
• It’s not enough to say that God only knew about 

or allows things to happen—rather, we must be 
willing to say, on Biblical grounds, that God 
decreed, predetermined and ordained all things—
including even sin and evil. 

 
• Calvin even takes the risk and says that God 

willed the fall of Adam and sin in the world: 
 

o “Accordingly it cannot be denied that 
before creating man, God foresaw to what 
end he would come; He foresaw it, 
because He had so ordained it in His 
counsel…No one should think it strange 
if I say that God not only foresaw the fall 
of the first man, and with it the ruin of all 
his posterity, but also willed it. For just as 
it is part of His wisdom that He foresees all 
future events, so it is part of His power 
that He rules and governs all things by His 
hand. I have no hesitation…[in 
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saying]…that God’s will is the necessity of 
all things, and that what He has ordained 
and willed must necessarily come to pass, 
just as everything which He has foreseen 
will surely happen.” (Calvin, Institutes of 
the Christian Religion, pp. 478-9) 
 

▪ i.e., the deepest reason why God 
foreknows all things is because He 
is the One who also ordained all 
things. 

 
• But then, notice, the specific kinds of details God 

planned and predestined. Look at v. 11: 
 

o א רִֵּ֤ ח ִּ֣ קֹׁ יִט מִמִזְר  רֶץ עַ֔ ק מֵאֶ֥ ֖ יש מֶרְח  תוֹ׳ אִ  י״ ׳עֲצ  תִָ֑ רְתִי ִּ֣ ״עֲצ  אַף־דִבַ   

נ ה רְתִי אַף־אֲבִיאֶ֔ צַ֖ נ ה׃ י  ס אַף־אֶעֱשֶֽ  
 

▪ Do you see that? Eagles that fly over the desert looking 
for prey and people that travel over distant lands all carry 
out His sovereign purposes planned and predestined 
before time! 
 

o Psalm 139:16 

י׀ ▪ לְמִִּ֤ וּ ג  אִּ֤ ָ֘ יךָ ר  ל־סִפְרְךָ ִּ֣ עֵינֶֶ֗ ָּ֪ם וְעַֽ כֻּל   

בוּ תֵ֥ ים יִכ ָּ֫ רוּ י מִ֥ ָ֑ ד לֹׁא׳׳וְִּ֣ יֻּצ  ם׃ אֶח   הֶֽ ב   
 

m. And yet, you also notice that I use the terms guide, govern and control also 
interchangeably. 

 
• And all of those terms describe God’s actions in the present. 

 
o In other words, the sovereignty of God doesn’t merely mean 

that He made a plan, set it in motion and then stands back 
uninvolved and disconnected—watching from afar with 
indifference—no! 
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o The sovereignty of God means that God is actively and 
personally and intimately involved with every single detail that 
He Himself planned and predestined—directing, controlling, 
bringing and guiding every event to His predetermined 
outcome! 

 
• Ephesians 1:11 

o ἐν ᾧ καὶ ἐκληρώθημεν προορισθέντες κατὰ πρόθεσιν τοῦ 

τὰ πάντα ἐνεργοῦντος κατὰ τὴν βουλὴν τοῦ θελήματος 

αὐτοῦ. 
 

▪ The context of Ephesians 1 is that the apostle Paul is 
unfolding the entire sovereign plan of God which was 
designed in eternity past.  
 

▪ But notice very carefully what Paul says in v. 11: 
προορισθέντες κατὰ πρόθεσιν [here it is!] τοῦ τὰ 

πάντα ἐνεργοῦντος κατὰ τὴν βουλὴν τοῦ 

θελήματος αὐτοῦ. 
 

• There! Did you see it? God is working all things 
according to the counsel of His will! 
 

• God is working all things according to the 
counsel of His will! 
 

• Notice: God’s will = what God planned and 
predestined before the ages began. This is His 
eternal plan. 

 
• Notice: God is working all things according to 

His will. 
 

o This means God is weaving and 
orchestrating and directing every event of 
human history and your life to match 
precisely the blueprints of His will which 
He designed before the universe was 
made! 
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o “[This is]…the divine energy whereby the 
Creator preserves all His creatures, is 
operative in all that comes to pass in the 
world, and directs all things to their 
appointed end.” (Systematic Theology, 
Berkof, p. 166) 

 
• Daniel 4:34-35 

o ת ה יֽוֹמַי ה ִּ֣ וְלִקְצ   ר אֲנ ָ֨ ת לִשְמַי  א עַיְנַ י׀ נְבוּכַדְנֶצַַּ֜ י וּמַנְדְעִי ִּ֣ נִטְלֵֶ֗ עֲלַ   

י א׳׳ וּביְתִּ֣֔ ״ וּלְעִל  ה  א  ת ״וּלְעִל  רְכֵ֔ י ב  א וּלְחַ֥ ֖ לְמ  ת ע  ת שַבְחֵ  י וְהַדְרֵָ֑ דִִּ֤  

נֵה ִּ֣ לְט  ן ש  לְט   ם ש  לַ֔ ה ע  ר וּמַלְכוּתֵ֖ ֥ ר׃ עִם־ד  ֽ וְד    

אֲרֵי׳ ל־ד  א ִּ֣ ׳וְכ  ין כְל  ה אַרְע  ה חֲשִיבִ֔ בֵד ִּ֣ וּֽכְמִצְבְיֵֶ֗ יל ע  א בְחֵ  שְמַי ֔  

אֲרִֵּ֣ י״״וְִּ֣ י׳׳וְד  יְרֵ֖ ָ֑א ד  ִּ֤א אַרְע  א אִיתַי ִּ֣ וְל  י־יְמַחֵ  ה דִֽ ה וְיֵ֥אמַר בִידֵ֔ ה לֵ֖ ֥ מ   

דְתְ׃  עֲבַֽ
 

▪ Again, it’s crucial to note here: the text does not say that 
God merely passively allows what happens to happen 
and then simply makes the best of it—rather, He has an 
eternal dominion and kingdom and He always actively 
does according to His will in heaven and on earth. 
 

▪ God doesn’t do anything outside of what He had already 
predestined in eternity past, but only does what He had 
decreed before the ages began. 

 
• God’s sovereignty means that God wrote the 

script of history in eternity past and like an all-
wise and all-powerful Director He directs and 
controls every aspect of what He wrote.  
 

• Or, God like an all-wise and all-powerful 
Architect designed every event in blueprints of 
history that would ever take place and works all 
things out exactly as He designed. 

 
n. So again, that’s the sovereignty of God, namely His infinite, inexhaustible 

power to accomplish everything He predestined before the foundation of the 
world. 
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VI. Part III—A portrayal of the Biblical evidence of the sovereignty of God…over 
everything  
 
a. In other words, our mission now is to demonstrate, from Scripture, the 

absolute sovereignty of God over every realm of existence. 
 

b. This is what we call the “meticulous” sovereignty of God—which means, we 
want to demonstrate from the Bible that God has absolute, undisputed 
dominion not only over the universe as a whole, but also the meticulous 
details within the universe. 

 
c. That there’s nothing random or accidental in the universe, but that all things 

are under the jurisdiction and command of God’s authority.  
 

d. And the Bible identifies at least 10 realms over which God has absolute, 
sovereign control. 

 
e. And you’ll notice that, funnel-like, we will start with the broadest possible 

categories and work our way down to the most specific and particular. 
 

1. The universe 
2. Creation 
3. Nations 
4. Kings and authorities  
5. Individuals and their individual actions and decisions 
6. The minutia (details) of life 

7. Satan and demons 
8. Sickness and suffering 
9. Natural evil (earthquakes, hurricanes) 
10. Moral evil (sinful actions of human beings) 

 
• 1st realm—God is sovereign over the entirety of the universe 

 
o Job 42:2 

דַעְתִי ▪ ל י ָ֭ ָ֑ל כִי־כֹׁ  ר תוּכ  צֵ֖ ֹׁא־יִב  ה׃מְזִמ ִּֽ֣ מִמְךָ ִּ֣ וְל . 
 

• After having his life decimated by tragedy, Job 
understood at the end that God had sovereign 
power to do whatever He wanted and that 
nothing could prevent God from doing what He 
had predetermined to do! 
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o Psalm 115:3 

ינוּ ▪ אלֹהֵ֥ יִם וֵֽ ָ֑ מ  ל בַש  ץ כָֹׁ֭ פֵ  ה אֲשֶר־ח  ֽ ש  ׃ע  . 
 

• What comforted the Psalm writer in the midst of 
hostile persecution was that God does whatever 
He darn well pleases. 

 

• God being יִם ָ֑ מ   in the heavens”, does not“ ,בַש 
describe His detachment from the affairs of life, 
but rather His supremacy over the affairs of life. 
 

• And the Psalm writer declares what? That God 
does what He pleases most of the time—except 
for when man’s free will gets in the way? 

 
o No! God does whatever He pleases all of 

the time, unhindered and unobstructed by 
evil actions of humans or demons. 
 

o Everything that God has determined to 
do, He does freely without any constraints 
or limits except what He Himself 
determines! 

 
o He is invincible! He is unconquerable! He 

is unstoppable! He is uncontainable!  
 

o Isaiah 46:9-10 

נ֖וֹת זִכְר֥וּ ▪ ָ֑ם רִאשֹׁ י מֵעוֹל  נִֹּׁ֣ כִ  יא  ין אֵל ִּ֣ כִ֥ ים ע֔וֹד וְאֵ  אֱלֹהִ֖  

פֶס מֽוֹנִי׃ וְאֶ֥ כ    

יד רֵאשִית ִּ֣ מַגִִּ֤ ית מֵֽ דֶם אַחֲרִ֔ ר וּמִקֶ֖ וּ אֲשֶ  ֹׁא־נַעֲשָ֑ מֵר ִּ֣ ל אֹׁ  

י תִ  ק֔וּם עֲצ  י ת  ל־חֶפְצִ֖ ה׃ וְכ  אֶעֱשֶֽ   
 

• Again, notice the comprehensive scope over 
which God is in control—the beginning, the end 
and everything in between! 
 

• And again, the text is clear that everything God 
has decided will happen, will happen exactly as 
He planned! 
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o Daniel 4:35-36 

ת ▪ ה יֽוֹמַי ה ִּ֣ וְלִקְצ   ר אֲנ ָ֨ ת לִשְמַי  א י׀עַיְנַ  נְבוּכַדְנֶצַַּ֜ נִטְלֵֶ֗  

י וּמַנְדְעִי ִּ֣ י א׳ יְת֔וּב עֲלַ  ״״וּלְעִל ִּ֣ ׳וּלְעִל  ה  ת א  רְכֵ֔ י ב  א וּלְחַ֥ ֖ לְמ  ע   

ת ת שַבְחֵ  י וְהַדְרֵָ֑ נֵה ִּ֣ דִִּ֤ לְט  ן ש  לְט   ם ש  לַ֔ ה ע  ר וּמַלְכוּתֵ֖ ֥ עִם־ד   

ר׃ ֽ   וְד 

אֲרֵי׳ ל־ד  י״ ׳וְכ  יְרִֵּ֤ ל־ד  א ִּ֣ ״וְכ  ין הכְל  ִּ֣ אַרְע  ה חֲשִיבִ֔ וּֽכְמִצְבְיֵֶ֗  

בֵד ִּ֣ יל ע  א בְחֵ  אֲרֵי׳ שְמַי ֔ יְִּ֣ ׳וְד  י״״וְד  ָ֑א רֵ֖ ִּ֤א אַרְע  י־ אִיתַי ִּ֣ וְל  דִֽ

א ה יְמַחֵ  ה וְיֵ֥אמַר בִידֵ֔ ה לֵ֖ ֥ דְתְ׃ מ  עֲבַֽ . 
 

o Romans 11:33-36 
▪ Ὦ βάθος πλούτου καὶ σοφίας καὶ γνώσεως θεοῦ· 

ὡς ἀνεξεραύνητα τὰ κρίματα αὐτοῦ καὶ 

ἀνεξιχνίαστοι αἱ ὁδοὶ αὐτοῦ. Τίς γὰρ ἔγνω νοῦν 

κυρίου; ἢ τίς σύμβουλος αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο; ἢ τίς 

προέδωκεν αὐτῷ, καὶ ἀνταποδοθήσεται αὐτῷ; ὅτι 

ἐξ αὐτοῦ καὶ δι’ αὐτοῦ καὶ εἰς αὐτὸν τὰ πάντα· 

αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας, ἀμήν. 
 

• Notice very carefully: 
 

o From God are “all things”: that means 
there is not one thing that takes place in 
the world that is outside of His sovereign 
control. 
 

o Through God are “all things”: nothing 
happens in the world that is without His 
direct guidance and supervision. He has 
direct oversight over every moment of 
every event, governing and guiding it to 
result in the exact outcome which He 
determined! 

 
o To God are “all things”: every single thing 

that transpires in history will, in the end, 
in some way or another, wind up resulting 
in the glory of God.  

 
▪ When history is all said and done 

there will not be one embarrassing 
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deformity or one event that will 
not in some way, shape or form 
put God on display as a treasure of 
infinite value. 

 

o Ephesians 1:11 

▪ ἐν ᾧ καὶ ἐκληρώθημεν προορισθέντες κατὰ 

πρόθεσιν τοῦ τὰ πάντα ἐνεργοῦντος κατὰ τὴν 

βουλὴν τοῦ θελήματος αὐτοῦ. 
 

• 2nd realm—God is sovereign over all creation 
 

o Planets, stars and space 
▪ Job 9:7 

• “Who commands the sun not to shine, And sets a 
seal upon the stars;” 

 
▪ Job 26:7 

• “He stretches out the north over empty space 
And hangs the earth on nothing.” 
 

▪ 38:31-33 
• "Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, Or 

loose the cords of Orion? 32  Can you lead forth a 
constellation in its season, And guide the Bear 
with her satellites? 33  Do you know the 
ordinances of the heavens, Or fix their rule over 
the earth?” 

 
▪ Isaiah 40:26 

וֹם • רָ֨ א וּרְאוּ ִּ֣ עֵינֵיכִֶּ֤ם שְאוּ־מ  ר   לֶה מִי־ב  יא אֵ֔ הַמוֹצִ֥  

֖ר ם בְמִסְפ  ָ֑ א  ם ִּ֣ צְב  ם לְכֻּל  א בְשֵ  ֔ ב יִקְר  אוֹנִים ִּ֣ מֵרִֹּׁ֤  

יץ חִַּ֣ וְאַמִ  יש כֹׁ֔ א אִ֖ ֹׁ֥ ר׃נֶעְִּ֣ ל ֽ ס ד  . 
 

▪ Jeremiah 31:35 

ה׀ • ר כֹׁ  מַ  ה א  ן יְהו ֶ֗ תֵ֥ מֶש ִּ֣ נֹׁ וֹר שֶ  ם לְא  ת יוֹמ ֔ קֹֹּׁ֛ חִַּ֣י ִּ֣ חֻּ רֵ֥  

ים בִ֖ וֹר וְכוֹכ  ה לְא  יְל  ָ֑ גִַּ֤ע ל  וּ הַי ם ִּ֣ רֹׁ יוגִַּ֣ וַיֶהֱמ  ֥ה ל ֔ יְהו   

א֖וֹת שְמֽוֹ׃ צְב   
o Oceans, seas and rivers 
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▪ Job 38:8-11 
• "Or who enclosed the sea with doors When, 

bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 9 
When I made [it]…I placed boundaries on it And 
set a bolt and doors, 11 And I said, 'Thus far you 
shall come, but no farther; And here shall your 
proud waves stop'?” 
 

▪ Psalm 89:9-12 
• “You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves 

rise, You still them…11 The heavens are Yours, 
the earth also is Yours; The world and all it 
contains, You have founded them. 12 The north 
and the south, You have created them; Tabor and 
Hermon shout for joy at Your name.” 

 
▪ Psalm 104:10-13 

• “He sends forth springs in the valleys; They flow 
between the mountains; 11 They give drink to 
every beast of the field; The wild donkeys quench 
their thirst. 12 Beside them the birds of the 
heavens dwell; They lift up their voices among 
the branches. 13 He waters the mountains from 
His upper chambers; The earth is satisfied with 
the fruit of His works.” 
 

▪ Psalm 135:5-6 

י • י כִִּ֤ דַעְתִי אֲנִ  וֹל י ָ֭ ד  ָ֑ה כִי־ג  ינוּ יְהו  נֵֶ֗ אֲדֹׁ ים׃ וַַ֝ ל־אֱלֹהִֽ מִכ    

ל ץ כִֹּׁ֤ פֵ֥ ה אֲשֶר־ח  ה יְהו ֶ֗ ֥ ש  יִם ע ָּ֫ מַ֥ רֶץ בַש  ָ֑ א  ים וּב  יַמִֶ֗ בַַ֝  

ל־תְהוֹמֽוֹת׃  וְכ 
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▪ Matthew 8:25-27 
• καὶ προσελθόντες ἤγειραν αὐτὸν λέγοντες· 

Κύριε, σῶσον, ἀπολλύμεθα. καὶ λέγει αὐτοῖς· 

Τί δειλοί ἐστε, ὀλιγόπιστοι; τότε ἐγερθεὶς 

ἐπετίμησεν τοῖς ἀνέμοις καὶ τῇ θαλάσσῃ, καὶ 

ἐγένετο γαλήνη μεγάλη. οἱ δὲ ἄνθρωποι 

ἐθαύμασαν λέγοντες· Ποταπός ἐστιν οὗτος 

ὅτι καὶ οἱ ἄνεμοι καὶ ἡ θάλασσα αὐτῷ 

ὑπακούουσιν; 
 

o Trees, grass and vegetation 
 

▪ Job 35:25-27 
• “Who has cleft a channel for the flood, Or a way 

for the thunderbolt, 26 To bring rain on a land 
without people, On a desert without a man in it, 
27 To satisfy the waste and desolate land And to 
make the seeds of grass to sprout?” 
 

▪ Psalm 104:14-17 
• “He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And 

vegetation for the labor of man, So that he may 
bring forth food from the earth, 15 And wine 
which makes man's heart glad, So that he may 
make his face glisten with oil, And food which 
sustains man's heart. 16 The trees of the LORD 
drink their fill, The cedars of Lebanon which He 
planted, 17 Where the birds build their nests, 
And the stork, whose home is the fir trees.” 
 

▪ Psalm 147:7-8 

וּ • ה לַיהו  ה עֱנ  ָ֑ ינוּ זַמְר֖וּ בְתוֹד  ׃בְכִנֽוֹר לֵאלֹהֵ    

ה מְכַסֶֶּ֬ יִם׀ הַֽ מַָ֨ ים ש  בִֶ֗ ין בְע  רֶץ הַמֵכִ  א   ר ל  ָ֑ ט  מ   

יחִַּ֣ ים הַמַצְמִ֖ רִ  יר׃ ה  צִֽ ח   
 

o Weather (rain, snow, clouds, lighting and wind) 
 

▪ Psalm 147:8 
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• “Who covers the heavens with clouds, Who 
provides rain for the earth, Who makes grass to 
grow on the mountains.” 
 

▪ Psalm 147:15-17 
• “He sends forth His command to the earth; His 

word runs very swiftly. 16 He gives snow like 
wool; He scatters the frost like ashes. 17 He casts 
forth His ice as fragments; Who can stand before 
His cold?” 
 

▪ Jeremiah 10:12-13 
• “It is He who made the earth by His power, Who 

established the world by His wisdom; And by His 
understanding He has stretched out the heavens. 
13 When He utters His voice, there is a tumult of 
waters in the heavens, And He causes the clouds 
to ascend from the end of the earth; He makes 
lightning for the rain, And brings out the wind 
from His storehouses” (cf. Psalm 135:7) 
 

o Animals, birds and wild beasts 
 

▪ Genesis 2:19 

ה וַיִצֶר ִּ֣ • ים יְהו ָ֨ ה אֱלֹהִַּ֜ מ ֶ֗ אֲד  ֽ ל־חַיִַּ֤ת מִן־ה  דֶה ִּ֣ כ  הַש   

וֹף וְאֵת ִּ֣ ל־ע  יִםהַש ִּ֣ כ  ם וַי בֵא ִּ֣ מַ֔ ד ֔ א  מַה־ לִרְא֖וֹת אֶל־ה  

וֹ א־לָ֑ ל ִּ֣ יִקְר  ר וְכֹׁ א־ל֧וֹ אֲשֶָ֨ ם יִקְר  ֹּ֛ ד  א  ה֖ נֶ֥פֶש הֽ  חַי   

שְמֽוֹ׃ ה֥וּא  
 

▪ 2 Kings 2:23-24 
• “Then [Elisha] went up from there to Bethel; and 

as he was going up by the way, young lads came 
out from the city and mocked him and said to 
him, "Go up, you baldhead; go up, you 
baldhead!” 24 When he looked behind him and 
saw them, he cursed them in the name of the 
LORD. Then two female bears came out of the 
woods and tore up forty-two lads of their 
number.” 
 

▪ 2 Kings 17:25 
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י • ם בִתְחִלַת ִּ֣ וַיְהִֶ֗ ם שִבְת   א ש ֔ ֹׁ֥ ָ֑ה י רְא֖וּ ל אֶת־יְהו   

ח ִּ֤ה וַיְשַלַָ֨ הֶם ִּ֣ יְהו  י֔וֹת ב  אֲר  הְי֥וּ אֶת־ה   ים וַיִֽ רְגִ֖ ם׃ הֹׁ הֶֽ ב   
 

▪ Psalm 104:24-30 
• “O LORD, how many are Your works! In 

wisdom You have made them all; The earth is full 
of Your possessions. 25 There is the sea, great and 
broad, In which are swarms without number, 
Animals both small and great. 26 There the ships 
move along, And Leviathan, which You have 
formed to sport in it. 27 They all wait for You 
To give them their food in due season. 28 You 
give to them, they gather it up; You open Your 
hand, they are satisfied with good. 29 You hide 
Your face, they are dismayed; You take away 
their spirit, they expire And return to their dust. 
30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; 
And You renew the face of the ground. 
 

▪ Isaiah 11:6-9 

ִּ֤ר • בֶש זְאֵב ִּ֣ וְג  ר עִם־כֶ֔ מֵ֖ י וְנ  ץ עִם־גְדִ  ָ֑ גֶל יִרְב  וְעֵָ֨  

יר ו וּמְרִיא ִּ֣ וּכְפִִּ֤ ן וְנַ֥עַר יַחְד ֔ טֹׁ֖ ג ק  הֵ֥ ם׃ נֹׁ ֽ ב    

ה ִּ֤ ר  ב ִּ֣ וּפ  דֹׁ ינ ה ו  ו תִרְעֶ֔ ֖ וּ יַחְד  ן יִרְבְצ  וְאַרְיֵ֖ה יַלְדֵיהֶָ֑  

רכִַּ֣ ֥ ק  אכַל ב  ֹֽׁ בֶן׃י ־תֶֽ   

ע עֲשַ֥ תֶן עַל־חֻּ ר יוֹנֵ֖ק וְשִֽ ָ֑ ת וְעַל ִּ֣ פ  י מְאוּרַ  צִפְעוֹנִ֔  

מ֖וּל ה׃ י ד֥וֹ ג  ֽ ד  ה    

עוּ א־י רֵ֥ ֹֽׁ יתוּ ל א־יַשְחִ֖ ֹֽׁ ר וְל ל־הַ  י בְכ  דְשִָ֑ ה ק  לְא   י־מ  כִֽ  

רֶץ א ֶ֗ ה ִּ֣ ה  ה דֵע  יִם אֶת־יְהו ֔ ם֥ כַמַ֖ ים׃מְכִַּ֣ לַי  פ סִֽ  
 

▪ Daniel 6:22 

י • הִִ֞ ה שְלַ ח אֱל  ֥ם וּֽסֲגַֹּ֛ר מַלְאֲכֵֶ֗ א פֻּ ֖ ת  וְל  א אַרְי ו   

וּנִי ל חַבְלָ֑ ל־קֳבֵֶ֗ י כ  וֹהִי ִּ֣ דִִּ֤ מ  ד  ֽ י הִשְתְכַ חַת ז כוּ ִּ֣ ק  לִ֔  

ף מַיִךְ׳ וְאִַּ֤ ד  ״ ׳ק  ךְ  מ  ד  ֽ א ״ק  ֖ה מַלְכ ֔ ֥א חֲבוּל  ת׃ ל  עַבְדֵֽ  
 

▪ Jonah 1:17 

ן • ה ִּ֣ וַיְמִַּ֤ ג יְהו  ד֔וֹ ד   ָ֑האֶת לִבְלֹ֖עִַּ֣ לג  י ־יוֹנ  י יוֹנ ה ִּ֣ וַיְהִִּ֤ בִמְעֵ   

ג ה הַד ֔ ֥ ים שְלֹש  ה י מִ֖ ֥ לֵילֽוֹת׃ וּשְלֹש   
▪ Jonah 4:7 
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ן • אֱלֹהִים ִּ֣ וַיְמִַּ֤ ֽ עַת ה  חַר בַעֲל֥וֹת תוֹלַ֔ ת הַשַ֖ ָ֑ חֳר  מ  ךְ לַֽ וַתַ֥  

י֖וֹן יק  ש׃ אֶת־הַקִֽ ֽ וַיִיב   
 

▪ Matthew 10:29 
• οὐχὶ δύο στρουθία ἀσσαρίου πωλεῖται; καὶ ἓν 

ἐξ αὐτῶν οὐ πεσεῖται ἐπὶ τὴν γῆν ἄνευ τοῦ 

πατρὸς ὑμῶν. 
 

o Summary of the sovereignty of God over His creation 
 

▪ It’s clear, isn’t it? Everything from the orbit of planets in 
galaxies that NASA will never see, flowers that bloom in 
the desert that mankind will never smell, hurricane 
winds and the gentle breeze, the mouths of lions and the 
lifespans of sparrows are all under the absolute 
undisputed dominion of God. 
 

• 3rd realm—God is sovereign over the nations 
 

o Genesis 11:1-9 
 

o Job 12:23-25 
▪ "He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He 

enlarges the nations, then leads them away. 24 He 
deprives of intelligence the chiefs of the earth's people 
And makes them wander in a pathless waste. 25 They 
grope in darkness with no light, And He makes them 
stagger like a drunken man.” 
 

o Psalm 33:10-11 
▪ “The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He 

frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the 
LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from 
generation to generation.” 

 
o Isaiah 40:15, 17 

ן ▪ ר גוֹיִם ִּ֣ הִֵּ֤ י כְמַ  חַק מִדְלִ֔ ֹׁאזְנַַ֖֖יִם וּכְשַ֥ בוּ מ ָ֑ ן נֶחְש  ים הֵ֥ ק אִיִ֖ כַדַ֥  

  יִטֽוֹל׃

ל־הַגוֹיִ֖ם יִן כ  וֹ כְאַ  פֶס נֶגְדָ֑ הוּ מֵאֶ֥ תֹׁ֖ נֶחְשְבוּ־לֽוֹ׃ ו   
o Acts 17:26 
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▪ ἐποίησέν τε ἐξ ἑνὸς πᾶν ἔθνος ἀνθρώπων 

κατοικεῖν ἐπὶ παντὸς προσώπου τῆς γῆς, ὁρίσας 

προστεταγμένους καιροὺς καὶ τὰς ὁροθεσίας τῆς 

κατοικίας αὐτῶν 

 
o Summary of God’s sovereignty over nations 

 
▪ God’s Word is clear: God is sovereign over nations and 

the shifting of entire civilizations. The location and size 
and power or weakness or prominence or obscurity of 
every nation that has ever existed in history is 
sovereignly and ultimately determined by God. In other 
words, any nation can only be or do or go where God 
ordains. 

 
• 4th realm—God is sovereign over kings, authorities and government 

 
o Proverbs 16:10 

סֶם׀ ▪ לֶךְ קִֶּ֤ ל־שִפְתֵי־מֶָ֑ ט עַֽ מִשְפ ֶ֗ א בְַ֝  ֹׁ יו ל ׃יִמְעַל־פִֽ  
 

• Solomon understood that God is sovereign over 
kings and authorities in such a way, that when 
they make decisions, God ultimately is the One 
who determined the decision they made.  

 
o Proverbs 21:1 

יִם ▪ לֶךְ פַלְגֵי־מַ  ָ֑ה לֶב־מֶָ֭ ר בְיַד־יְהו  ל־אֲשֶ֖ ל־כ  ץ עַֽ נוּ יַחְפֹׁ  ׃יַטֶֽ  
 

o Isaiah 40:23-25 

ן ▪ ים הַנוֹתֵ֥ יִן רוֹזְנִ֖ ָ֑ פְטֵי לְא  רֶץ שֹׁ֥ הוּ אֶ֖ ה׃ כַתֹׁ֥ ֽ ש  ע    

ף עוּ אַ  ף בַל־נִט ֶ֗ עוּ אַַ֚ ֔ ר  ף בַל־זֹׁ ש אַֹּ֛ רֵ֥ רֶץ בַל־שֹׁ ֖ א  ָ֑ם ב  גִזְע   

ףוְגִַּ֣ שִַּ֤ הֶם ִּ֣ ם־נ  שוּ ב  ה וַיִב ֔ ֖ ר  ש וּסְע  ם׃ כַקַ֥ אֵֽ ס תִש   
 

o Daniel 2:21 

הוּא ▪ נַי א ִּ֣ מְהַשְנִֵּ֤א וְְ֠ א עִד  ה וְזִמְנַי ֔ ין מְהַעְדֵ֥ ים מַלְכִ֖ קֵ  וּמְה   

ין ב מַלְכִָ֑ א ִּ֣ י הִֵּ֤ כְמְת  ין ח  ֖א לְחַכִימִ֔ י וּמַנְדְע  דְעֵ֥ ה׃ לְי  ֽ בִינ   
 

o Romans 13:1 
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▪ Πᾶσα ψυχὴ ἐξουσίαις ὑπερεχούσαις ὑποτασσέσθω, 

οὐ γὰρ ἔστιν ἐξουσία εἰ μὴ ὑπὸ θεοῦ, αἱ δὲ οὖσαι 

ὑπὸ θεοῦ τεταγμέναι εἰσίν. 
 

o Revelation 17:16-17 
▪ Describes 10 future kings who will join the antichrist in 

a global alliance of evil. 
 

▪ V. 17: ὁ γὰρ θεὸς ἔδωκεν εἰς τὰς καρδίας αὐτῶν 

ποιῆσαι τὴν γνώμην αὐτοῦ, καὶ ποιῆσαι μίαν 

γνώμην καὶ δοῦναι τὴν βασιλείαν αὐτῶν τῷ θηρίῳ, 

ἄχρι τελεσθήσονται οἱ λόγοι τοῦ θεοῦ. 
 

• Summary of God’s sovereignty over kings, 
governments and authorities: 
 

o Every king, ruler, president and tyrant in 
history was ordained and ruled by God. 
And every single one of them fulfilled 
only what God had decreed and could not 
operate independently on their own 
outside of His constraining power! 
 

▪ Trump, Obama, Clinton, Stalin, 
Hitler, Nero and Pharaoh—God 
reigns and rules over them all! 

 
• 5th realm—God is sovereign over individuals and their individual 

actions and decisions 
 

o Genesis 20:6 

ֹׁאמֶר ִּ֣ ▪ יו וַי ים אֵל ָ֨ אֱלֹהִַּ֜ ם הֽ  י גַ ם בַחֲלֶֹ֗ כִִּ֤ נֹׁ עְתִי ִּ֣ א  י י דַ  ם־ כִִּ֤ בְת 

בְךָ ִּ֣ ית ִּ֣ לְב  שִ  את ע  ֹׁ֔ ךְ ז אֶחְשֹׁ֧ י ו  כִֹּ֛ נֹׁ י אֽוֹתְךִָּ֣֖ גַם־א  עַל־ מֵחֲטוֹ־לִָ֑

ן יךָ כֵ֥ ֹׁא־נְתַתִ֖ עִַּ֣ ל ׃ לִנְגֹׁ֥ יה  אֵלֶֽ  
 

o Job 14:5 

ם ▪ ים׀ אִ֥ יו חֲרוּצִָ֨ ִּ֣֥ י מ ֶ֗ ש  סְפַר־חֳד  ךְ יומִֽ ָ֑ קוֹ׳ אִת  יו״ ׳חֻּ ֥ ק  ״חֻּ  

ִּ֣ שִֶ֗ א ית ִּ֣ע ַ֝  ֹׁ יַעֲבֽוֹר׃ וְל  
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o Psalm 139:16 

י׀ ▪ לְמִִּ֤ וּ ג  אִּ֤ ָ֘ יךָ ר  ל־סִפְרְךָ ִּ֣ עֵינֶֶ֗ ָּ֪ם וְעַֽ בוּ כֻּל  תֵ֥ ים יִכ ָּ֫ רוּ י מִ֥ ָ֑ יֻּצ   

ִֹּׁ֣ ד א׳׳וְל ם׃ אֶח   הֶֽ ב   
 

o Proverbs 16:1 

ם ▪ ֥ ד  ב לְא  עַרְכֵי־לֵָ֑ ה מַֽ מֵיְהו ֶ֗ שֽוֹ מַעֲנֵ֥ה וַּ֝ ן׃ל   
 

o Proverbs 16:9 

ב ▪ ם לֵ  ד  ב א ָ֭ וֹ יְחַשֵ  ה דַרְכָ֑ יהו ֶ֗ ין וַַֽ֝ צַעֲדֽוֹ׃ י כִ֥  
 

o Proverbs 19:21 

ב ▪ ם לֵ  ד  ב א ָ֭ וֹ יְחַשֵ  ה דַרְכָ֑ יהו ֶ֗ ין וַַֽ֝ צַעֲדֽוֹ׃ י כִ֥  
 

o Proverbs 20:24 

֥ה ▪ ָ֑בֶר מֵיְהו  ם מִצְעֲדֵי־ג  ד ֶ֗ א  ין וְַ֝ דַרְכֽוֹ׃ מַה־י בִ֥  
 

o Jeremiah 1:5 
 

טֶן ִּ֣ ׳אֶצוֹרְךָ רֶםטִֶָּ֣֨בְִּ֣ ▪ יךָ בַבֶ  רֶם יְדַעְתִ֔ א וּבְטֶֹּ֛ חֶם תֵצֵ֥ מֵרֶ֖  

יךָ יא הִקְדַשְתִָ֑ בִ֥ יךָ׃ לַגוֹיִ֖ם נ  נְתַתִֽ  
 

o Acts 17:26 
▪ ἐποίησέν τε ἐξ ἑνὸς πᾶν ἔθνος ἀνθρώπων 

κατοικεῖν ἐπὶ παντὸς προσώπου τῆς γῆς, ὁρίσας 

προστεταγμένους καιροὺς καὶ τὰς ὁροθεσίας τῆς 

κατοικίας αὐτῶν 
 

o Cf. the doctrine of Election 
 

• Summary of God’s sovereignty over individual 
people: 
 

o Every single moment of our lives was 
planned and prepared by God before the 
foundation of the world—who we’d be, 
what we’d do, where we’d live—without 
violating our personal responsibility in 
any way, God predetermined all of that 
before time began! 

• 6th realm—God is sovereign over the minutia of life 
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o Chariot wheels: Exodus 14:24-25 

▪ “At the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the 
army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and 
cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into 
confusion. 25 He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, 
and He made them drive with difficulty; so the 
Egyptians said, "Let us flee from Israel, for the LORD is 
fighting for them against the Egyptians." 
 

o Arrows: 1 Kings 22:34 
▪ “Now a certain man drew his bow at random and struck 

the king of Israel in a joint of the armor. So he said to 
the driver of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out 
of the fight; for I am severely wounded."” 

 
o The book of Esther 

▪ The insomnia of a pagan king ordained by God to save 
His people 

 
o Movement of clouds over moon: Job 26:8-9 

▪ "He wraps up the waters in His clouds, And the cloud 
does not burst under them. 9 He obscures the face of the 
full moon And spreads His cloud over it.” 
 

o Dice: Proverbs 16:33 

חֵיק ▪ ל בַָ֭ ל יוּטַ  ָ֑ ה אֶת־הַגוֹר  מֵיְהו ֶ֗ טֽוֹ׃ וַּ֝ ל־מִשְפ  כ   
 

• The modern-day equivalent to that verse would 
read something like this: “Every role of the dice 
in Las Vegas is determined by the God of the 
universe.” 
 

o Hair: Matthew 10:30 
▪ ὑμῶν δὲ καὶ αἱ τρίχες τῆς κεφαλῆς πᾶσαι 

ἠριθμημέναι εἰσίν. 
 

• Summary of God’s sovereignty over the minutia 
of life: 
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o The Bible is clear and undeniable! The 
sovereignty of God is meticulous and all-
inclusive and extends to every single 
particular detail of life. There is nothing 
random in life—no coincidences or 
anything truly accidental, since every 
meticulous detail is under the sovereign 
hand of God. 
 

▪ “There is not even one rebel 
molecule running around loose in 
the universe, floating independent 
of the sovereignty of God.”  

 


