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I. Introduction 
 
a. Well as we begin, I just want you to know that I really believe in what we’re 

about to do here. 
 

b. And what we’re about to do here is theology 
 

c. And the thing about theology is that it is not and was never intended to be 
mere abstract, theoretical ideas disconnected from real life—no! 

 
d. The essence of what theology is designed to do is holistic life-transformation! 

It is for life—it is for living!  
 

e. There is nothing theoretical about it—no! True theology is taking the most 
lofty, exalted thoughts about God and connecting them to the everyday issues 
in the trenches of life. 

 
f. And my job as a pastor—at least, one of my jobs, is to have things of eternal 

weight pressed into your souls! 
 

g. Part of what it means for me to disciple you is to help you understand all of 
life’s deepest dilemmas in light of all that the Triune God is doing in and 
through Christ in the world! 

 
h. In other words, I exist on the planet to repair your wounded souls with the 

Word of God so that you can go back out there and fight in the trenches of 
the Great Commission—that is theology! 

 
i. And that’s why we’re doing these theology seminars every single month! 

 
j. To help you take the most lofty, exalted thoughts about God and connect 

them to the everyday issues in the trenches of life. 
 

k. The secret to a thriving soul is not to avoid thinking deeply about God, but to 
push ourselves deeper than ever into who God is!  

 
l. And tonight our topic is one of earth-shattering significance, because we 

touch upon one of the most sensitive nerves of our existence, namely, the 
reality of sin, suffering, Satan and evil in the world and how and why God 
allows it and controls it and does not prevent it. 

• What we need most in a terrifying 21st century is a stunning vision of a 
glorious God with an unstoppable, sovereign purpose in the universe. 
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• What we need, more than ever, and more than anything, is to see that 

the world—with all of its blood and guts and sins and horrors—all of it 
is under the massive hand of God! 

 
• There are no accidents! There are no mistakes! There are so 

coincidences! There’s no such thing as karma—no! 
 

o All there is, is God and He governs everything that comes to 
pass! 

 
II. Proposition 

 
a. My aim and purpose tonight is to demonstrate from Scripture that the deepest, 

most ultimate explanation for the existence of sin and evil in the world is the 
sovereign love of God. 
 

b. Not just the sovereignty of God alone and not just the love of God alone, but 
the sovereign love of God is the deepest explanation for the existence of sin 
and evil in the world.  
 

c. I’m going to argue that, in some mystery that we may never fully 
comprehend in this life, that God lovingly designed a plan of salvation that 
included sin, evil and sinners who would need a Savior. 

 
d. And I’m going to argue that the reason He did that, was so that in the end, 

Jesus Christ would be put on display for the supremely valuable treasure that 
He is! 

 
e. In other words, my aim is to demonstrate from the Bible that the sovereign 

love of God ordained that sin and evil would exist to display the supremacy of 
the Son for our everlasting satisfaction forever. 

 
• Or, think of it this way: 

 
o If history is like a dramatic play, God the Father wrote the 

entire script before time began. 
 

o And every great play needs a Hero and so, God the Father 
chose His Son to be the Star of the show—everything is about 
Him! 
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▪ The entire plot of the play is designed to put the power 
and beauty and worth and glory and supremacy of the 
Son on open display! 
 

▪ John 17 is clear—the Father wanted the world to see and 
enjoy what He had always seen and enjoyed, namely His 
Son! He wanted everyone to feel about His Son the way 
He felt about His Son!  
 

▪ And so, God included certain elements, events—even 
obstacles into the play—like sin, evil and death; the 
Father wrote those things into the script that the Son 
would overcome by His power and thus, as a result of 
the Son overcoming sin, evil and death, therefore His 
worth, beauty and supremacy would be put on display 
for our everlasting satisfaction forever! 

 
• In other words, if you want to show off the brute 

strength of a bodybuilder, you give him heavy 
weights to lift; if you want to show off the 
supremacy of the Son for our everlasting 
satisfaction, you give Him sin, evil and death to 
conquer. 

 
f. Now, how this all fits with the God’s righteousness and man’s responsibility, 

before we’re done, we’re going to deal with that! 
 

g. But just know that I’m arguing that in some mystery, incomprehensible to 
human logic, the sovereign love of God ordained that sin and evil would exist 
to display the supremacy of the Son for our everlasting satisfaction forever. 

 
III. Part I—Posing the ultimate questions and possible solutions to the “problem” of 

evil 
 
a. Last time we began by asking a very simple, but staggering question, namely: 

 
• Is God in absolute sovereign control over sin, Satan, evil and suffering? 

 
b. If you answer “no” to that question then you simply do not believe in the God 

of the Bible who is the only God who exists. 
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c. But if the answer to that question is “yes”, then our task is then to define what 
“sovereign over sin” means! 
 

• Option #1: does “sovereignty” mean that God merely knows about sin 
beforehand? He knows its coming, watches it unfold and merely turns 
it for good?  
 

o i.e., mere cognitive awareness; mere prediction; God, like a 
mere weather forecaster in the sky only knows beforehand 
what is coming and like us, can only react after it happens? 
 

▪ The problem with this is that although God does know 
all things perfectly from all eternity, to say that God only  
knows beforehand that sin and evil will happen is to 
imply that there is an invisible, unseen force outside of 
God that has determined all events (including sin and 
evil) and that God kinda just has to “go with it”. 
 

▪ And even though He may have power over it to turn it 
for good once it happens, His role is largely that of a 
spectator. 
 

• And that doesn’t work, because the Bible makes 
clear that God is the One who wrote the script of 
history. He wrote the Script—He determined 
what would go down in the pages of history. 
 

▪ The other problem with this is that the Bible indicates 
that God does so much more than merely know 
beforehand that an evil event is about to take place! 

 
• Option #2: does “sovereignty” mean that God just passively allows or 

“lets” sin and evil happen and then afterwards turn it for good? 
 

o To be sure, the Bible is clear that God does sovereignly 
intervene in the events in history and turn them for good to put 
His power and supremacy on display—no question! 

▪ But the Bible also makes clear that that’s not all God 
does—He does way more that simply passively allow 
events to take place. 
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• Which brings us to our proposed definition of 
the sovereignty of God (still review) 

 
IV. Part II—A presentation of the meaning of the sovereignty of God 

 
a. In other words, what, exactly, does it mean that God is sovereign? 

 
b. If God’s sovereignty is more than just passively allowing things to happen or 

merely knowing them beforehand, doesn’t merely mean that He allows things 
to happen or merely knows about them before they happen, what then does it 
mean?  
 

c. Definition: 
 

• The sovereignty of God is His infinite, inexhaustible power to 
accomplish everything He predestined before the foundation of the 
world. 
 

o He predestined everything before the foundation of the world! 
 

o In real time He accomplishes everything by His infinite, 
inexhaustible power! 

 
• God’s sovereignty means that in eternity past God predestined and 

designed every moment of every event that would ever take place 
(including sin and evil), and that He is actively and personally involved 
with every moment of every event that He designed (including sin and 
evil)—directing, controlling and guiding it to His predetermined 
outcome! 
 

o Isaiah 46:9-10 

נ֖וֹת זִכְר֥וּ ▪ ָ֑ם רִאשֹׁ י מֵעוֹל  י כִִּ֣ כִ֥ נֹׁ ין אֵל֙  א  ים ע֔וֹד וְאִֵּ֣ אֱלֹהִ֖  

פֶס מֽוֹנִי׃ וְאֶ֥ כ    

יד רֵאשִית֙  מַגִִּ֤ ית מֵֽ דֶם אַחֲרִ֔ ר וּמִקֶ֖ וּ אֲשִֶּ֣ ֹׁא־נַעֲשָ֑ מֵר֙  ל אֹׁ  

י תִִּ֣ ק֔וּם עֲצ  י ת  ל־חֶפְצִ֖ ה׃ וְכ  אֶעֱשֶֽ   
 

o Ephesians 1:11 
▪ ἐν ᾧ καὶ ἐκληρώθημεν προορισθέντες κατὰ 

πρόθεσιν τοῦ τὰ πάντα ἐνεργοῦντος κατὰ τὴν 

βουλὴν τοῦ θελήματος αὐτοῦ. 
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• Charles Spurgeon graphically portrayed the 
sovereignty of God like this: 
 

o “I believe that every particle of dust that 
dances in the sunbeam does not move an 
atom more or less than God wishes – that 
every particle of spray that dashes against 
the steamboat has its orbit, as well as the 
sun in the heavens – that the chaff from 
the hand of the winnower is steered as the 
stars in their courses. The creeping of an 
aphid over the rosebud is as much fixed as 
the march of the devastating pestilence – 
the fall of . . . leaves from a poplar is as 
fully ordained as the tumbling of an 
avalanche.” 

 
V. Part III—A portrayal of the Biblical evidence of the sovereignty of God…over 

everything 
 

a. So now that we’ve defined the sovereignty of God, we have to display the 
sovereignty of God from the Bible itself. 
 

b. We need to demonstrate that God does, in fact, ordain and control every 
moment of every event. 

 
• Because if we can establish that, then we can see that even sin and evil 

are not merely allowed by God, but even ordained and controlled by 
God. 

 
c. This is what I call the “meticulous” sovereignty of God—which means, we 

want to demonstrate from the Bible that God has absolute, undisputed 
dominion not only over the universe as a whole, but also the meticulous 
details within the universe. 

 
d. That there’s nothing random or accidental in the universe, but that all things 

are under the jurisdiction and command of God’s authority.  
 

e. And the Bible identifies at least 10 realms over which God has absolute, 
sovereign control. 
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f. And you’ll notice that, funnel-like, we will start with the broadest possible 
categories and work our way down to the most specific and particular. 

 
1. The universe 
2. Creation 
3. Nations 
4. Kings and authorities  
5. Individuals and their individual actions and decisions 
6. The minutia (details) of life 

7. Satan and demons 
8. Sickness and suffering 
9. Natural evil (earthquakes, hurricanes) 
10. Moral evil (sinful actions of human beings) 

 
VI. 1st realm—God is sovereign over the entirety of the universe 

 
a. Job 42:2 

דַעְתִי • ל י ָ֭ ָ֑ל כִי־כִֹּׁ֣ ר תוּכ  צֵ֖ ֹׁא־יִב  ה מִמְךִּ֣֙ וְל ֽ מְזִמ  . 
 

o After having his life decimated by tragedy, Job understood at 
the end that God had sovereign power to do whatever He 
wanted and that nothing could prevent God from doing what 
He had predetermined to do! 

 
b. Psalm 115:3 

ינוּ • אלֹהֵ֥ יִם וֵֽ ָ֑ מ  ל בַש  ץ כָֹׁ֭ פִֵּ֣ ה׃ אֲשֶר־ח  ֽ ש  ע  . 
 

o What comforted the Psalm writer in the midst of hostile 
persecution was that God does whatever He darn well pleases. 

 

o God being יִם ָ֑ מ   in the heavens”, does not describe His“ ,בַש 
detachment from the affairs of life, but rather His supremacy 
over the affairs of life. 
 

o And the Psalm writer declares what? That God does what He 
pleases most of the time—except for when man’s free will gets 
in the way? 
 

o No! God does whatever He pleases all of the time, unhindered 
and unobstructed by evil actions of humans or demons. 
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o Everything that God has determined to do, He does freely 
without any constraints or limits except what He Himself 
determines! 
 

o He is invincible! He is unconquerable! He is unstoppable! He is 
uncontainable!  

 
c. Daniel 4:35-36 

o ת ִּ֣ ה יֽוֹמַי ה֙  וְלִקְצ  ר אֲנ ָ֨ ִּ֣א עַיְנִַּ֣י׀ נְבוּכַדְנֶצַַּ֜ ת לִשְמַי  י וּמַנְדְעִי֙  נִטְלֵֵ֗ עֲלִַּ֣  

י א׳ יְת֔וּב ״ ׳וּלְעִל  ה  א  ת ״וּלְעִל  רְכֵ֔ י ב  א וּלְחַ֥ ֖ לְמ  ת ע  ת שַבְחִֵּ֣ י וְהַדְרֵָ֑ דִִּ֤  

נֵה֙  לְט  ן ש  ִּ֣ לְט  ם ש  לַ֔ ה ע  ר וּמַלְכוּתֵ֖ ֥ ר׃ עִם־ד  ֽ וְד    

אֲרֵי׳ ל־ד  יְרִֵּ֤֙ ׳וְכ  ל־ד  א֙  י״״וְכ  ִּ֣ה אַרְע  ין כְל  ה חֲשִיבִ֔ בֵד֙  וּֽכְמִצְבְיֵֵ֗ ע   

י א לבְחִֵּ֣ אֲרֵי׳ שְמַי ֔ י״ ׳וְד  יְרֵ֖ ָ֑א ״וְד  ִּ֤א אַרְע  א אִיתַי֙  וְל  י־יְמַחִֵּ֣ ה דִֽ בִידֵ֔  

ה וְיֵ֥אמַר ה לֵ֖ ֥ דְתְ׃ מ  עֲבַֽ . 
 

d. Romans 11:33-36 
o Ὦ βάθος πλούτου καὶ σοφίας καὶ γνώσεως θεοῦ· ὡς 

ἀνεξεραύνητα τὰ κρίματα αὐτοῦ καὶ ἀνεξιχνίαστοι αἱ 

ὁδοὶ αὐτοῦ. Τίς γὰρ ἔγνω νοῦν κυρίου; ἢ τίς σύμβουλος 

αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο; ἢ τίς προέδωκεν αὐτῷ, καὶ 

ἀνταποδοθήσεται αὐτῷ; ὅτι ἐξ αὐτοῦ καὶ δι’ αὐτοῦ καὶ εἰς 

αὐτὸν τὰ πάντα· αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας, ἀμήν. 
 

▪ Notice very carefully: 
 

• From God are “all things”: that means there is not 
one thing that takes place in the world that is 
outside of His sovereign control. 
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• Through God are “all things”: nothing happens 
in the world that is without His direct guidance 
and supervision. He has direct oversight over 
every moment of every event, governing and 
guiding it to result in the exact outcome which 
He determined! 
 

• To God are “all things”: every single thing that 
transpires in history will, in the end, in some way 
or another, wind up resulting in the glory of 
God.  

 
VII. 2nd realm—God is sovereign over all creation 

 
a. Last month we saw that the Scriptures are unmistakable that everything we 

see and experience in creation, God Himself controls it and directs it and 
although separate from it, divinely superintends it and causes it to come about. 
 

b. There’s just no such thing as “mother nature” as a force that operates 
independently of God. 

 
c. The concept of nature that operates on its own without God’s providential 

control and superintendence. In other words, although transcendent from 
creation, God is intimately involved with creation! 

 
• Planets, stars and space (Job 9:7; 26:7; 38:31-33; Isaiah 40:26; Jeremiah 

31:25) 
 

o God commands the sun, He orders the moon, He fixes the days 
and seasons, He numbers the stars, He calls them by name, He 
directs the constellations and even suspends the planets in space. 
This is not an impersonal force that does these things—it is very 
profoundly God who does these things in real time. 
 

▪ Implication: 
 

• Oceans, seas and rivers (Job 38:8-11; Psalm 89:9-12; Psalm 104:10-13; 
Psalm 135:5-6; Matthew 8:25-27) 
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o The Scriptures are clear: it is God (and not some impersonal 
force outside of God) that rules the oceans, sets their limits, 
directs rivers and streams and governs the lives of everything 
that lives in the water.  
 

o Psalm 104:10-13: “He sends forth springs in the valleys; They 
flow between the mountains; 11 They give drink to every beast 
of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Beside 
them the birds of the heavens dwell; They lift up their voices 
among the branches. 13 He waters the mountains from His 
upper chambers; The earth is satisfied with the fruit of His 
works.” 

 
▪ Implication: 

 
• Trees, grass and vegetation (Job 35:25-27; Psalm 104:14-17; Psalm 

147:7-8) 
 

o Flowers that bloom in the desert that no one ever smells, trees 
and grass and vegetation in the hidden valleys in the Amazon 
jungle, God Himself is the One who causes it to exist and 
sprout and grow in real time. It all comes by order of His 
command! 
 

o Psalm 104:14-17: “He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, 
And vegetation for the labor of man, So that he may bring forth 
food from the earth, 15 And wine which makes man's heart 
glad, So that he may make his face glisten with oil, And food 
which sustains man's heart. 16 The trees of the LORD drink 
their fill, The cedars of Lebanon which He planted, 17 Where 
the birds build their nests, And the stork, whose home is the fir 
trees.” 

 
▪ Implication: 

 
• Weather: rain, snow, clouds, lighting and wind (Psalm 147:8; Psalm 

147:15-17; Jeremiah 10:12-13) 
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o Every raindrop follows the exact coordinates upon which God 
sent it; God not only makes it snow when He pleases, but He is 
even the One who determines the intricate design of every 
snowflake, the jagged path of every lightning bolt was 
determined by God’s will; the gentle breeze that blows the 
fragile leaves in the parking lot and the hurricane winds that 
devastate entire cities are all on order from the throne. 
 

o Jeremiah 10:12-13: “It is He who made the earth by His power, 
Who established the world by His wisdom; And by His 
understanding He has stretched out the heavens. 13 When He 
utters His voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, And 
He causes the clouds to ascend from the end of the earth; He 
makes lightning for the rain, And brings out the wind from His 
storehouses” (cf. Psalm 135:7) 

 
▪ Implication: 

 
• Animals, birds and wild beasts (Genesis 2:19; 2 Kings 2:23-24; 2 Kings 

17:25; Psalm 104:24-30; Daniel 6:22; Jonah 1:17; 4:7; Matthew 10:29) 
 

o From Genesis to Revelation (literally) we see that God is the 
King of the animal and insect kingdom. He opens the mouths 
of pit-bulls, He shuts the mouths of lions—bears that attack, 
giant fish that swallow you whole, the little worms that eat your 
plants and every tiny bird perching on a branch in the jungle is 
all appointed by God’s decree! 
 

o Matthew 10:29: οὐχὶ δύο στρουθία ἀσσαρίου πωλεῖται; καὶ 

ἓν ἐξ αὐτῶν οὐ πεσεῖται ἐπὶ τὴν γῆν ἄνευ τοῦ πατρὸς 

ὑμῶν. 
 

▪ Implication: 
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VIII. 3rd realm—God is sovereign over nations  
 
a. Last time we saw that God’s Word is clear: God is sovereign over nations and 

the shifting of entire civilizations. Not only did God supernaturally cause 
nations to come into existence (i.e., Babel, Genesis 11:1-10), but He also 
determines where those nations would live (cf. Acts 17:26); how long they 
survive (cf. Acts 17:26); how powerful they are (cf. Job 12:23); if their plans 
succeed (cf. Psalm 33:10-11) and if a nation in power crumbles to the ground 
and turns into a bunch of roaming nomads who live in tents—the Bible is 
unmistakable—God is the One who made it come to pass! 
 

• Job 12:23-25: "He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He 
enlarges the nations, then leads them away. 24 He deprives of 
intelligence the chiefs of the earth's people And makes them wander in 
a pathless waste. 25 They grope in darkness with no light, And He 
makes them stagger like a drunken man.” 
 

• Psalm 33:10-11: “The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He 
frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the LORD stands 
forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.” 

 
• Acts 17:26: ἐποίησέν τε ἐξ ἑνὸς πᾶν ἔθνος ἀνθρώπων κατοικεῖν 

ἐπὶ παντὸς προσώπου τῆς γῆς, ὁρίσας προστεταγμένους 

καιροὺς καὶ τὰς ὁροθεσίας τῆς κατοικίας αὐτῶν.  
 

o Implication: 
 

IX. 4th realm—God is sovereign over kings, authorities and government  
 
a. Last time we saw that every king, ruler, president and tyrant in history was 

ordained and ruled by God (cf. Romans 13:1-3). And every single one of 
them fulfilled only what God had decreed they would do and could not 
operate independently on their own outside of His constraining power! 
 

b. When we survey the Scriptures, the supreme power of God over kings and 
rulers is precisely what we see: God hardened the heart of Pharaoh (cf. Exodus 
4:21, etc.); He sent an evil spirit to torment Saul (cf. 1 Samuel 18:10); He 
drove Nebuchadnezzar to madness (cf. Daniel 4:31-34); He restored 
Nebuchadnezzar to sanity (cf. 4:26) and every single public policy or decree a 
king has ever made in history came about ultimately by the sovereign hand of 
God (cf. Proverbs 21:1). 
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• Proverbs 21:1: ִ֙י לֶךְ םפַלְגֵי־מִַּ֣ ָ֑ה לֶב־מֶָ֭ ר בְיַד־יְהו  ל־אֲשֶ֖ ל־כ  ץ עַֽ נּוּ יַחְפִֹּׁ֣ יַטֶֽ . 
 

• Daniel 2:21: הוּא נַי א֙  מְהַשְנִֵּ֤א וְְ֠ א עִד  ה וְזִמְנַי ֔ ין מְהַעְדֵ֥ ים מַלְכִ֖ קִֵּ֣ ין וּמְה  מַלְכִָ֑  

ב א֙  י הִֵּ֤ כְמְת  ין ח  ֖א לְחַכִימִ֔ י וּמַנְדְע  דְעֵ֥ הבִינ ֽ֙ לְי  . 
 

• Romans 13:1: Πᾶσα ψυχὴ ἐξουσίαις ὑπερεχούσαις ὑποτασσέσθω, 

οὐ γὰρ ἔστιν ἐξουσία εἰ μὴ ὑπὸ θεοῦ, αἱ δὲ οὖσαι ὑπὸ θεοῦ 

τεταγμέναι εἰσίν. 
 

o Implication: 
 

X. 5th realm—God is sovereign over individuals and their individual actions and 
decisions 
 
a. Last time we saw that God ordains and governs every single individual as well 

as their actions, decisions, intentions and their private plans.  
 

b. Every single moment of our lives was planned and prepared by God before 
the foundation of the world—who we’d be, what we’d do, where we’d live—
without violating our personal responsibility or accountability in any way, 
God predetermined all of that before time began!  

 
• God prevented Abimelech from sinning against Him (cf. Genesis 20:6) 

 
• God determined that Jeroboam would say something stupid that 

would split his own kingdom (cf. 1 Kings 12:1-15) 
 

o V. 15: ע מַ֥ א־ש  ֹֽׁ לֶךְ וְל ָ֑ם הַמֶ֖ ע  ה אֶל־ה  ִּ֤ יְת  י־ה  ה֙  כִֽ ם סִב  ה מֵעִִּ֣ יְהו ֔  

עַן ים לְמַַּ֜ קִִּ֣ וֹ ה  רֵ֗ ר אֶת־דְב  ר אֲשֶָ֨ ה֙  דִבִֶּ֤ ִּ֣ה בְיַד֙  יְהו  יהַשִילֹ אֲחִי  אֶל־ נִ֔

ם ֖ בְע  ט׃ י ר  ֽ בֶן־נְב  . 
 

• The lifespan of every individual (down to the very day!) is determined 
by God (cf. Job 14:5; Acts 17:26) 

 
• Psalm 139:16 

o י׀ לְמִִּ֤ וּ ג  אִּ֤ ָ֘ יך ר  ל־סִפְרְך֙  עֵינֵֶ֗ ָּ֪ם וְעַֽ בוּ כֻּל  תֵ֥ ים יִכ ָּ֫ רוּ י מִ֥ ָ֑ ֹׁא׳ יֻּצ  ד ׳וְל ִּ֣ אֶח   

ם הֶֽ  .ב 
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• Proverbs 16:1 

o ם ֥ ד  עַרְכֵ֙ לְא  במַֽ מֵיְהו ֵ֗֙ י־לֵָ֑ שֽוֹן׃ מַעֲנֵ֥ה הוּּ֝ ל   
 

 
• Proverbs 16:9 

o ב ם לִֵּ֣ ד  ב א ָ֭ וֹ יְחַשִֵּ֣ ה דַרְכָ֑ יהו ֵ֗ ין וַּֽ֝ צַעֲדֽוֹ י כִ֥  
 

▪ We can (and should) make plans, but in the end, God is 
the One who determines where we go and what we do. 

 
• Proverbs 20:24 

o ֥ה ָ֑בֶרמִצְעֲ֙ מֵיְהו  םוְּ֝֙ דֵי־ג  ד ֵ֗ ין א  דַרְכֽוֹ מַה־י בִ֥  
 

▪ Here Solomon doesn’t solve the mystery of God’s 
sovereignty and our responsibility, but he does declare 
how astonishing that mystery is!  
 

▪ Our “steps” (i.e., life directions, situations, etc.) are 
literally, from YHWH. 

 
• That is, He is the One who ultimately determines 

what we’ll be, where we’ll be and how we’ll do it! 
 

▪ But then he declares: ם ד ֵ֗ א  ין וְּ֝ בִ֥ דַרְכֽוֹ מַה־י  . 
 

• I.e., how are we possibly supposed to understand 
how this works? We are supposed to make wise 
plans based on sound wisdom and we are 100% 
responsible for all of the decisions that we make, 
but in the end, all that happens to us in life is 

֥ה  !מֵיְהו 
 

o The most brilliant man in the history of 
the world exclaims: “How are we 
supposed to understand this?!” 
 

o I think Solomon was expressing the 
wonder of trying to reconcile human 
responsibility in a world in which God 
governs everything that comes to pass. 
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XI. 6th realm—God is sovereign over the minutia of life 
 
a. The Scriptures are absolutely clear: God is not sovereign over the universe in 

an abstract, general, ambiguous way, but even in the seemingly meaningless 
details of life. 
 

b. Some people (like A.W. Tozer, for instance, in his cruise ship metaphor) try 
to use analogies to help us understand sovereignty and responsibility (or, what 
some call “freedom”) in a way that doesn’t include God’s control over 
meticulous details. 

 
• In other words, some will say that God ordains/predestines the big 

picture events of history—He ordained the beginning and the 
destination, but the smaller, nitty-gritty details of life in between are 
basically determined by the freedom of human beings. 

 
o There are two problems with that generalist view of God’s 

control. 
 

1. The biggest events of human history are always 
preceded by and comprised of smaller, seemingly 
insignificant details. 
 

2. This view of God’s control just doesn’t square with what 
the Bible actually says! 

 
• According to the Scriptures the glory and 

supremacy of God is in the details of life! 
 

c. Chariot wheels: Exodus 14:24-25 
• “At the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the army of the 

Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of 
the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He caused their chariot wheels to 
swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, 
"Let us flee from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against the 
Egyptians." 
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d. Arrows: 1 Kings 22:34 
• Context: wicked king Jehoshaphat from the south and wicked-er king 

Ahab from the north team up to fight against the Arameans to the 
north. They had Micaiah the prophet incarcerated in prison and, for 
whatever reason, they consulted him as to the battle. 
 

• Micaiah said that if they go into battle Ahab would be killed. Micaiah 
goes into battle anyway, but disguises himself so that he wouldn’t be 
identified as the king. 
 

• Vv. 30-33, Ahab to Jehoshaphat: “I will disguise myself and go into the 
battle, but you put on your robes." So the king of Israel disguised 
himself and went into the battle. 31 Now the king of Aram [i.e., 
Ahab’s enemies] had commanded the thirty-two captains of his 
chariots, saying, "Do not fight with small or great, but with the king of 
Israel alone. 32 So when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
they said, "Surely it is the king of Israel," and they turned aside to fight 
against him, and Jehoshaphat cried out. 33 When the captains of the 
chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back from 
pursuing him.” 
 

• The implication is: Ahab is totally safe! He is disguised, no one knows 
where he is, no one can find him! Micaiah the prophet was going to be 
proven a false prophet because he predicted that Ahab would die, etc. 
 

o V. 34: “Now a certain man drew his bow at random and struck 
the king of Israel in a joint of the armor. So he said to the driver 
of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out of the fight; for I 
am severely wounded."” 
 

▪ God directed the anonymous soldier to randomly shoot 
an arrow in a general direction with no particular 
purpose, only to have the arrow pierce Ahab at the 
exactly vulnerable spot in his armor and kill him. 

 
e. The book of Esther 

• The purpose of Esther is to display God’s preservation of His beloved 
people from annihilation by the psychotic plot of Haman. 
 

• If the Jews get exterminated, God’s promise a people as numerous as 
the stars in the sky (cf. Genesis 15:5). 
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• If the Jewish people get wiped out, there is no Messiah, no atoning 
sacrifice and no future kingdom. 
 

• But in the end, God delivers His people and preserves them from 
certain destruction. But how did God preserve His people? Through 
means—very small and seemingly insignificant means! 

 
o King Ahasuerus threw a party, got drunk, offended his wife, she 

mouthed off, got deported (chapter 1) 
 

o Ahasuerus shopped for another wife. He had his assistants 

gather “every beautiful young virgin” ( ה תוּל  ה־בְְ֠ ֽ ל־נַעֲר  ת כ  טוֹבַָ֨  

ה  in the entire district, from whom he would choose one (מַרְאֶַּ֜
to be his wife (2:1-4). 
 

o Out of all of the women that impressed Ahasuerus the most, a 
young Jewish girl from the captives of Jerusalem was the one 
(2:9). 
 

o In unrelated news, Esther’s cousin Mordecai, just happens to 
overhear a secret conversation about a murder plot planned 
against the king, he then saves the king’s life, the heroics of 
which are recorded in the official records of the king, and then 
put on the shelf (2:21-23). 
 

o Meanwhile, Haman goes on a psychotic tirade to wipe the 
Jewish people out of existence, which gets the approval the 
king (who is unaware that his own wife would have to be killed 
as well), (chapter 3). 
 

o Later on, one night the king has insomnia and so, to make 
himself fall asleep he has someone read him a book—the very 
book of records in which Mordecai’s heroic deed was found 
(6:1-3). 
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o He honors Mordecai, listens to Esther, allows the Jews to take 
up arms and defend themselves, and 9:1 says: “on the thirteenth 
day when the king's command and edict were about to be 
executed, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to 
gain the mastery over them, it was turned to the contrary so 
that the Jews themselves gained the mastery over those who 
hated them.” 

 
▪ A drunken party, an offended wife, an overheard 

conversation, a sleepless night and a boring book sitting 
on the shelf were all seemingly insignificant events that 
God used to preserve His people from destruction and 
thus, to keep His promise to have a future kingdom of 
the Messiah ruling the world from Israel! 

 
f. Movement of clouds over moon: Job 26:8-9 

• "He wraps up the waters in His clouds, And the cloud does not burst 
under them. 9 He obscures the face of the full moon And spreads His 
cloud over it.” 

 
g. Dice: Proverbs 16:33 

חֵיק • לי בַָ֭ ל וּטִַּ֣ ָ֑ ה אֶת־הַגוֹר  מֵיְהו ֵ֗ טֽוֹ וּּ֝ ל־מִשְפ  ׃כ   
 

o The modern-day equivalent to that verse would read something 
like this: “Every role of the dice in Las Vegas is determined by 
the God of the universe” or, “every slot machine combination is 
what God has decided.” 

 
h. Hair: Matthew 10:30 

• ὑμῶν δὲ καὶ αἱ τρίχες τῆς κεφαλῆς πᾶσαι ἠριθμημέναι εἰσίν. 
 

o Summary of God’s sovereignty over the minutia of life: 
 

▪ The Bible is clear and undeniable! The sovereignty of 
God is meticulous and all-inclusive and extends to every 
single particular detail of life. There is nothing random 
in life—no coincidences or anything truly accidental, 
since every meticulous detail is under the sovereign hand 
of God. 
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• “There is not even one rebel molecule running 
around loose in the universe, floating 
independent of the sovereignty of God.”  

 
XII. 7th realm—God is sovereign over sickness and suffering 

 
a. To be sure, at first, it sounds foreign to say that God designs, ordains and 

controls our suffering—that seems really inconsistent with God’s perfections of 
love and kindness and mercy. And yet, that is exactly what the Scriptures say. 

 
b. Anonymous woman in a letter to John Piper: “It is radical thinking to say that 

God wills and ordains our suffering and not just passively allows it, hoping to 
make the best of it for us. As I have grown in my walk, I can see that nothing 
in this world happens apart from the sovereign will of God.” 

 
c. We’ve all felt the effects of living in a fallen world, either by suffering directly, 

or those we love experiencing suffering. 
 

d. And it feels almost impossible to say that God could ordain suffering and 
distribute it to whom He desires. 

 
e. And yet, the divine sovereignty over all health, pain and suffering is, in fact 

precisely what the Scriptures say. 
 

• Exodus 4:10-11 
o Then Moses said to the LORD, "Please, Lord, I have never been 

eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have 
spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of 
tongue." The LORD said to him, "Who has made man's 
mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is 
it not I, the LORD?” 

 
▪ So, clearly God is the One who ordains these kinds of 

suffering. Notice too that YHWH puts it in the form of 
a rhetorical question to Moses as if it was something that 
he should have known (“Is it not I, YHWH, who does 
these things?”) 
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▪ Yes—they are effects of and as a result of the Fall, but 
ultimately, even within a fallen world, God is the One 
who determines the health sickness of every person for 
His own wise and even loving purposes 

 

• Deuteronomy 32:39 

o  י אֲנִי֙ ה֔וּא י אֲנִִ֤ ה כִ֣ ירְא֣וּ ׀ עַת ָּ֗ י אֲנִִ֧ דִִ֑ ים עִמ  ין אֱלֹהִִ֖ ֵ֥ ה  וְא  ית וַאֲחַי ָּ֗ מִ֣ א 

יל׃ י מַצִִּֽ ין מִי דִִ֖ ֵ֥ א וְא  רְפ ֔ י א  צְתִי֙ וַאֲנִ֣ חַ֙  .מ 
 

o Life and death are God’s gifts to give and 
take! 
 

o All sickness and healing are determined by 
Him! 

 

• 1 Samuel 1:5-6 

o ּהו ן לְחַנּ ָּ֕ ֥ה יִתֵֵּ֛ נ  ת מ  יִם אַחַ֖ ָ֑ י אַפ  ה֙  כִִּ֤ ב אֶת־חַנּ  הֵ֔ ֖ה א  יהו  גַ֥ר וַֽ ס   

ה׃ ֽ גַ֥ר...רַחְמ  י־ס  ֖ה כִֽ ה בְעַ֥ד יְהו  ֽ רַחְמ   
 

• Job 1:21-22; 2:9-10 

o תִי כ ם ]י צ  רֹֹּ֨ ר֩ ע  ֹּאמ  ן אִ וַי ט  ֣ אתִי ק( מִב  ש֣וּב[ )י צ ָ֜ ם֙ א  רֹּ י וְע  ה  מִָּ֗ מ  ש ֔

 ִ֑ ק  ִ֖ה ל  ן וַיהו  תַ֔ ֣ה נ  א יְהו  ֣ ט  את לֹּא־ח  ִֹּ֖ ל־ז ךְ׃ בְכ  ִּֽ ר  ִ֖ה מְבֹּ ם יְהו  ֵ֥ י ש  ח יְהִִ֛

ים׃ פ אלֹהִִּֽ ה ל  ִ֖ ן תִפְל  תֵַ֥ ֹּא־נ  וב וְל  .אִיִֹּ֑
 

▪ Now think about what Job just went through here. This 
is just catastrophic! People do not come back from 
things like this! 
 

▪ V. 14—Raiders stole Job’s oxen and donkeys 
 

• These were Job’s tractors and plows 
 

▪ V. 15—His servants were slaughtered by raiders—these 
were his employees! Businesses FAIL if all the employees 
are killed! 
 

▪ Vv. 16-17—His sheep and camels were consumed by fire 
from heaven 
 

• These functioned as his bank account. Animals 
were used as cash in those days 
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▪ Vv. 18-19—all ten of his kids crushed in a home that 

collapsed on them 
 

▪ And what does Job say about who sovereignly brought 
this about? 

 

ֹׁאמֶר֙  • ם וַי רָֹׁ֨ אתִי ע  טֶן י צ ַּ֜ י מִבִֶּ֣ ם֙  אִמִֵ֗ רֹׁ וּב וְע  שִּ֣ ה א  מ  ש ֔  

ִּ֣ה ן יְהו  תַ֔ ֖ה נ  ח וַיהו  ָ֑ ק  י ל  ם יְהִֵּ֛ ֖ה שֵ֥ ךְ׃ יְהו  ֽ ר  מְבֹׁ  
 

o To whom did Job attribute the ultimate 
cause for his afflictions? Who did Job 
understand was the ultimate cause of his 
afflictions? Satan or God? 
 

ִּ֣ה ▪ ן יְהו  תַ֔ ֖הוַיה נ  ח ו  ָ֑ ק  ל   
 

o YHWH did that! YHWH is the One 
ultimately who gave the affliction and 
took away what Job had! 
 

o But was not Satan involved? Of course he 
was! It’s just that his power was not 
ultimate—God’s was! His will was not 
decisive—God’s was! His aim and design 
to ruin and destroy only worked out to 
accomplish God’s ultimate aim and design. 

 
o Even when Satan was doing his worst, 

little did he know that he was playing 
right into the sovereign hands of God! 
 

• And just to show us that Job’s theology was 
correct and that he wasn’t speaking like a crazy 
person, the narrator reassures us in v. 22: 
 

o את ֹׁ֖ ל־ז א בְכ  ִּ֣ ט  וֹב לֹׁא־ח  ן אִיָ֑ תַ֥ ֹׁא־נ  ֖ה וְל תִפְל   

ים׃ פ לֵאלֹהִֽ . 
o Job understood that God is the One who wills and controls all 

suffering, pain, loss, blessing and joy. 
 



24 

 

• Job 2:9-10 

o אמֶר ִֹּׁ֤ דְך֖֙ אִשְת֔וֹ לוֹ֙  וַת ך מַחֲזִִּ֣יק עֹׁ תֶָ֑ מ  ךְ בְתֻּ רֵ֥ יםאֱ֙ ב  ת׃ לֹהִ֖ ֽ מֻּ ו    

אמֶר ִֹּׁ֣ יה֙  וַי ר אֵלֵֶ֗ ת כְדַבֵֵּ֞ לוֹת֙  אַחִַּ֤ רִיתְ֙ הַנְּב  וֹב גִַּ֣ם דַבֵ֔ נְקַבֵל֙  אֶת־הַטֵ֗  

ת ים מֵאִֵּ֣ אֱלֹהִ֔ ע ה  ֖ ר  א וְאֶת־ה  ִֹּׁ֣ ל ל את נְקַבֵָ֑ ֵֹּׁ֛ ל־ז א בְכ  ֥ ט  ֹׁא־ח  אִי֖וֹב ל  

יו׃ ֽ ת  פ בִשְפ  . 
 

• People always ridicule Job’s wife, or they make 
her the punchline to a joke. 
 

• And yet, to do so is not only insensitive to 
suffering, but in so doing, they also miss out on 
something crucial in the text. 

 
o She also lost all of her kids, just like Job! So 

when she said this, it was as a woman in 
despair who lost nearly everything just 
like Job! She was as equally heartbroken 
and crushed as he was! 

 

• But when she told Job to “curse” God (ְך רֵ֥  ב 

ים  notice who it is she credited as the (אֱלֹהִ֖
ultimate source of their afflictions. Who did she 
say? 
 

o In telling Job to “curse” God she was 
articulating who they both knew was the 
One who ultimately brought unspeakable 
devastation into their lives, namely, God 
Himself. 
 

o Job’s response to his wife, from multiple angles is unbelievably 
profound! Verse 10: 
 

ר ▪ ת כְדַבֵֵּ֞ לוֹת֙  אַחִַּ֤ רִי הַנְּב  וֹב גִַּ֣ם תְדַבֵ֔ ת נְקַבֵל֙  אֶת־הַטֵ֗ מֵאִֵּ֣  

ים אֱלֹהִ֔ ע ה  ֖ ר  א וְאֶת־ה  ִֹּׁ֣ ל ל את נְקַבֵָ֑ ֵֹּׁ֛ ל־ז א בְכ  ֥ ט  ֹׁא־ח  אִי֖וֹב ל  

יו ֽ ת  ׃בִשְפ  . 
• “You speak like one of the foolish women speaks” 

=  
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o He’s not insulting her—it’s just the 
opposite! He recognizes that what she just 
said was an unusual, momentary lapse of 
reason from a woman who normally says 
really wise things! 
 

o “You don’t normally say things like this. 
Usually you speak so wisely and 
thoughtfully, but this is the exception for 
you!” 

 
• “shall we indeed accept good from God and shall 

we not accept evil?” =  
 

o וֹב  any kind of blessing that is = הַטֵ֗
inherently enjoyable! 
 

o ע ֖ ר   ,any kind of painful difficulty = ה 
calamity or action against you that comes 
as a result of the fall—oftentimes, in the 
form of the sinful actions of human 
beings. 
 

o Job’s point: good and evil have God as 
their ultimate source! 

 
▪ That doesn’t mean God does evil; 

He doesn’t approve of evil; He 
doesn’t delight in evil, but that He 
ultimately is the One who brings it 
into our lives for loving, kind and 
gracious motives! 
 

▪ John Piper: “Satan strikes Job out 
of malice. The Lord strikes Job out 
of a loving concern for His glory.” 

 
o Where did his wife go wrong? What was 

it, exactly, that Job was correcting? 
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o Where she went wrong was not that pain 
ultimately comes from God (she had that 
right!), where she went wrong was 
assuming that God had no right to bring 
pain and affliction where someone didn’t 
do something directly to deserve it. 

 
▪ It’s called retribution theology—a 

mathematical karma that believes 
that God always and only rewards 
the righteous and that He always 
and only punishes the wicked. 

 

o ֵֹּׁ֛֙ ל־ז א אתבְכ  ֥ ט  יו אִי֖וֹב לֹׁא־ח  ֽ ת  בִשְפ   
 

▪ I.e., in the event that someone thinks Job went too far in 
saying “evil” ultimately came from God, the narrator 
affirms that what Job said was dead on theologically! 
 

▪ Job knew that God was sovereign over his suffering and 
yet, he also knew that God was sovereign in such a way 
that He could not be credited as mean, evil or malicious. 

 
• i.e., he knew that God bringing evil into his life 

didn’t automatically make God cruel, malicious 
or blood-thirsty—he knew that God bringing evil 
into his life didn’t automatically call God’s 
goodness into question! 

 

• 2 Samuel 12:15 

o ד וִִ֖ ִ֛ה לְד  ת־אוּרִי  ש  ִּֽ ה א  ִ֧ ר י לְד  ד אֲש ֹ֨ ל  ת־הַי ָ֜ ה א  ף יְהו ָּ֗ נִַּֽש׃ וַיִגֹּ֣ וַי א  . 
 

▪ The context is, of course, David’s tragic adultery with 
Bathsheba and murder of Uriah. 
 

▪ The writer, without any explanation or panicked 
qualification that YHWH was the One who caused the 
baby to be sick. 

▪ Then in v. 18 we read: י י בַי֥וֹם וַיְהִֵּ֛ ת הַשְבִיעִ֖ ִּ֣מ  ָ֑לֶד וַי  הַי  . 
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• Why would God do this? Why would God ever 
bring deliberate harm to an innocent baby whose 
only fault in the matter was being the result of 
David’s lust? 
 

• The answer is not easy—either to say or hear. But 
the conclusion to which we are forced to come is 
that there must have been something more 
important at stake than even that baby’s life! 

 
o Like what? What could be more 

important than that baby’s life? It had to 
have been the glory of God through 
David’s repentance. 
 

o God being displayed as the supreme 
treasure of David’s life was the issue that 
had priority even over the life of an 
innocent infant. 

 
▪ What’s more, we are consoled by what it is that consoled 

David in v. 23: 
 

ךְ אֲנִי֙  • לִֵּ֣ יו הֹׁ א־י ש֥וּב וְה֖וּא אֵל ֔ ֹֽׁ י ל ֽ אֵל    
 

o Cryptic though this statement is, it does 
give us assurance that the baby was alive 
and well and that David would see him 
again. 

 
• John 9:1-4 

o Καὶ παράγων εἶδεν ἄνθρωπον τυφλὸν ἐκ γενετῆς. 2καὶ 

ἠρώτησαν αὐτὸν οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λέγοντες, Ῥαββί, τίς 

ἥμαρτεν, οὗτος ἢ οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ἵνα τυφλὸς γεννηθῇ; 

3ἀπεκρίθη Ἰησοῦς, Οὔτε οὗτος ἥμαρτεν οὔτε οἱ γονεῖς 

αὐτοῦ, ἀλλ' ἵνα φανερωθῇ τὰ ἔργα τοῦ θεοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ. 
 

▪ And I believe the clear implications from v. 3 is that God 
Himself caused this man to be born blind. 
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▪ And yet, His divine reason for doing so was absolutely 
glorious and loving. 

 
• And what is that reason? So that “the works of 

God should be made manifest in him.” 
 
• In other words, God brought about this 

blindness from birth so that the infinite power 
and supremacy of the Messiah would be put 
on display! 
 

o This text doesn’t mean that it’s always 
the will of the Lord to heal!  
 

o This doesn’t always mean that the sick 
gets well or that the disease gets 
healed, because sometimes the glory of 
God is even more clearly displayed in 
the patient trust and endurance of the 
one who suffers as they cling to God as 
their supreme treasure even in the 
midst of their suffering. 

 

• Summary 
 

o The Scriptures are clear and unanimous: behind all disease 
and disability is the ultimate will of God.  
 

o God is the One who, in His loving discretion, determines 
who gets sick and who gets well, what maladies with which 
we are born and the ones we get later in life, who lives and 
who dies and how long they live and how they will die. 

 
o And the truth to which we must cling in all sickness, 

suffering, disability and death is that, in the end, God will be 
more glorified and our souls will be more satisfied than if 
God had not brought about those afflictions! 

 
XIII. 8th realm—God is sovereign over Satan and demons 
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a. With your permission, for the sake of time, I’m going to skip this one—not 
because there isn’t any Biblical material, but because there is too much 
material! 
 

b. In the future I will do this as its own seminar! 
 

XIV. 9th realm—God is sovereign over all evil 
 
a. By “all” evil I mean “natural” evil and “moral” evil 

 
• Natural evil = the pain, suffering, affliction and tragedies that are a 

result of the effects of sin; these are not directly caused by the moral 
evil actions of human beings, but they are evil, because they are a result 
of the fall 
 

• Moral evil = the deliberate, conscious acts of human beings to bring 
harm to another (whether by an individual or by a group) 

 
o And I’m going to argue from the Bible that God is absolutely 

sovereign over all evil in such a way that is more than just Him 
merely knowing or allowing it to happen. 
 

o We have to come to grips with the undeniable Biblical 
evidence that God has both willed, predestined and controls all 
evil acts and events in human history.  

 
o What this means and how this works, exactly, we’ll get to all 

that, but let’s examine the evidence from the Bible! 
 

b. Genesis 50:20 

ם • ם וְאַתֶָּ֕ י חֲשַבְתֶ֥ לַ֖ ָ֑ה ע  ע  ה אֱלֹהִים֙  ר  ִּ֣ ב  ה חֲש  ב ֔ עַןלְ֙ לְטֹׁ ה מֵַ֗ ההַזֶ֖֙ כַי֥וֹם עֲשֵֹּׁ֛  

ת ב׃ לְהַחֲיֹׁ֥ ֽ עַם־ר   
 

o The context is that decades after his brothers who hated him, 
sold him into slavery, faked his death without a care in the 
world as to what would ever happen to him, Joseph stood face 
to face with his brothers. 
 

▪ And you know that Joseph’s life in Egypt was anything 
but easy. After his arrival in Egypt he was subsequently 
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slandered, falsely accused and then imprisoned for a 
crime he didn’t commit. 
 

▪ And then you remember while in prison Joseph 
interpreted a dream for the cupbearer, who promised to 
get him out of prison. The man forgot about Joseph 
who sat rotting in that Egyptian prison for another two 
years. 
 

• And yet, how did Joseph interpret his 
circumstances, particularly in relation to his 
brothers? The text is clear!  
 

ם • ם וְאַתֶָּ֕ י חֲשַבְתֶ֥ לַ֖ ָ֑ה ע  ע  ר  ! 
 

o You did that! You consciously, 
intentionally and maliciously did evil to 
me without a care in the world what 
happened to me! You are guilty! 
 

ה אֱלֹהִים֙  • ִּ֣ ב  ה חֲש  ב ֔ לְטֹׁ . 

 
o Notice very, very carefully what the text 

does and does not say! 
 

o The text doesn’t say that God used their 
evil for good; it doesn’t say He allowed 
their evil for good; it says that what they 
meant for evil, God meant for good! 

 
o The Hebrew word “meant” ( ) literally 

means “plan, intend, invent.” They 
intended and invented evil against Joseph. 

 
o Notice the text: “you meant evil against 

me,  ֙אֱלֹהִים ִּ֣֙ ב  ה החֲש  ב ֔ לְטֹׁ .  
 

▪ What’s the “it”? They meant evil, 
God meant it for good! What’s the 
“it”? The evil!  
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▪ God meant the evil for good! That 
means God planned it! God 
intended it! God invented it! The 
very thing they designed for evil, 
God had designed for good!  

 
o The text says in there were two different 

designs for the same act of evil. 
 

▪ The brothers designed the evil to 
destroy their brother and to put an 
end to his life! “You meant evil 
against me!” 
 

▪ And yet, God had designed the 
very same evil to produce the exact 
opposite result of what they had 
intended, namely, the preservation 
not only of Joseph, but even the 
preservation of the very people of 
Israel! 

 
▪ Joseph had no problem articulating 

the mystery of God’s sovereignty 
over evil. They were guilty for 
their evil crime, but that very evil 
crime was ultimately invented and 
designed by God to advance the 
plan of salvation! 

 
o Joseph said the same thing to his brothers 5 chapters earlier in 

45:5: 

ה׀ ▪ ִּ֣ וּ וְעַת  צְבֵ֗ ִּ֣ חַר֙  אַל־תֵע  ם וְאַל־יִ  ינֵיכֶ֔ ם בְעִֵּ֣ י־מְכַרְתֶ֥ י כִֽ תִ֖ אֹׁ  

נּ ה י הֵָ֑ ה כִִּ֣ חְי ֔ נִי לְמִֽ חַ֥ יםאֱלֹ שְל  ם הִ֖ ׃לִפְנֵיכֶֽ . 
 
 

• Wait a minute! That can’t be true! God didn’t 
send Joseph to Egypt, he was dragged there by 
force by slave traders when his brothers sold him! 
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• That’s true too! But what Joseph understood was 
that in and through and behind their evil 
intentions was God pulling the strings and 
orchestrating the entire event to advance His 
plan! 

 
o And lest you think that Joseph made a slip of the tongue and 

got his theology wrong, Psalm 105 when describing the events 
of Joseph’s life, says the exact same thing!  
 

o Listen to how Psalm 105 interprets the events of Joseph’s life! 
 

▪ Vv. 16-17: “And He called for a famine upon the land; 
He broke the whole staff of bread. 17 He sent a man 
before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.” 
 

• God planned the famine, God planned the 
treachery of the brothers, God sent Joseph down 
to Egypt! 
 

• Why would God do it like this?! 
 

o So that 400 years later, He could bust His 
people out of Egypt with sovereign 
power, put His glory on display, save a 
prostitute in Jericho and ultimately 
preserve His people so that the Messiah 
could come and die for sinners! 

 
c. Job 1-2; 42:11 

 
• Job 1 & 2 are clear and unmistakable: although Satan was involved in 

the evil that happened to Job—although he was a cause of the evil in 
Job’s life, he was not the ultimate cause, was he? 
 

• God initiated the process, He defined the limits of what Satan could do 
and both Job and the narrator made clear that God was the One calling 
the shots! 

 
• You see, the lesson that the book of Job has to teach us is that God can 

bring evil into someone’s life and it is not evil for Him to do so! 



33 

 

 
• 42:11 

 

o ּאו יו וַי בִֹּׁ֣ ל  ל־אֶח ָ֨֙ אְֵ֠ יו׳ יוכ  ת  ל־אַחְיֹׁ יו״ ׳וְכ  ל־אַחְיוֹת ַּ֜ יו ״וְכ  ִּ֣ דְע  ל־יֹׁ וְכ   

ים נִֵ֗ וּ לְפ  ֹׁאכְלָ֨ וֹ וַי ִּ֤דוּ בְבֵיתוֹ֙  לֶחֶם֙  עִמִּ֣ וּ לוֹ֙  וַי נֻּ ת֔וֹ וַיְנַחֲמִּ֣ ל אֹׁ ל־ עַַ֚ כ 

ה ע ֔ ר  ִּ֣ יא ה  ֖ה אֲשֶר־הֵבִ֥ יו יְהו  ָ֑ ל  ע  . 
 

▪ What this means is not that God Himself performed evil, 
but that God Himself was ultimately responsible for 
bringing evil into Job’s life! 

 
d. The hardening of Pharaoh 

 
• Exodus 4:21; 7:3, 7:13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 12, 34, 35; 10:1, 20, 27; 

11:10; 14:4, 17. 
 

o Although Pharaoh’s hardening was a sovereign, divine 
hardening caused by God, in some mystery Pharaoh retained 
full responsibility for his defiance to YHWH! 
 

▪ Even Pharaoh himself acknowledged that he had acted 
wickedly (cf. 9:27; 10:16)! Pharaoh knew that he was 
fully responsible and guilty! 

 
o Yes, the text does say 3x that Pharaoh hardened his own heart 

(cf. 8:15, 32; 9:34). And that’s true—he did! 
 

▪ And yet, this self-hardening of Pharaoh was only the 
result of what God had already determined he would do 
all the way back in 4:21 when God initially called Moses 
on his mission!  
 

o But why did God do it like this? What would be the purpose of 
hardening Pharaoh’s heart and dragging out this saga over 10 
long plagues? He gives us the “why” several times in the text! 
 

▪ 7:3-5: "But I will harden Pharaoh's heart that I may 
multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of 
Egypt. 4 When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then I 
will lay My hand on Egypt and bring out My hosts, My 
people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great 
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judgments. 5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring 
out the sons of Israel from their midst.". 
 

י :14:4 ▪ ה֙  וְחִזַקְתִִּ֣ ף אֶת־לֵב־פַרְעֹׁ דִַּ֣ ה אַחֲרֵיהֶם֙  וְר  ִּ֤ בְד  וְאִכ   

ה֙  ל־חֵיל֔וֹוּבְ֙ בְפַרְעֹׁ יִם וְי דְע֥וּ כ  י מִצְרַ֖ י־אֲנִִּ֣ ָ֑ה כִֽ ַעֲשוּ־ יְהו  וַיֽ

ן ׃כֵֽ . 
 

י :14:17 ▪ י וַאֲנִֵ֗ ב מְחַזֵק֙  הִנְנִִּ֤ יִם אֶת־לִֵּ֣ אוּ מִצְרַ֔ ם וְי בֹׁ֖ אַחֲרֵיהֶָ֑  

ה ִּ֤ בְד  ה֙  וְאִכ  ל־חֵיל֔וֹ בְפַרְעֹׁ יו בְרִכְב֖וֹ וּבְכ  ֽ ש  ר  ׃וּבְפ  . 
 

o God’s intention is that by hardening Pharaoh’s heart and 
dragging this thing out over 10 long plagues, was so that there 
would be an extended occasion to display His sovereign power 
and His glory as the One who was supreme over Egypt. 

 
o In the end, we have to come to grips with the fact that, as much 

as we would like to think that there is, there is no contradiction 
between God hardening someone’s heart and then punishing 
them for their hardened heart. 
 

▪ In other words, even though God even ordains the hard-
hearted resistance of those who reject Him, they still 
retain full responsibility for their rejection and God is 
fully just in judging them! 
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e. Psalm 105:23-43 
• Israel also came into Egypt; Thus Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 24 

And He caused His people to be very fruitful, And made them stronger 
than their adversaries. 25 He turned their heart to hate His people, To deal 
craftily with His servants. 26 He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron, whom 
He had chosen. 27 They performed His wondrous acts among them, And 
miracles in the land of Ham. 28 He sent darkness and made it dark; And 
they did not rebel against His words. 29 He turned their waters into blood 
And caused their fish to die. 30 Their land swarmed with frogs Even in the 
chambers of their kings. 31 He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies And 
gnats in all their territory. 32 He gave them hail for rain, And flaming fire 
in their land. 33 He struck down their vines also and their fig trees, And 
shattered the trees of their territory. 34 He spoke, and locusts came, And 
young locusts, even without number, 35 And ate up all vegetation in their 
land, And ate up the fruit of their ground. 36 He also struck down all the 
firstborn in their land, The first fruits of all their vigor. 37 Then He brought 
them out with silver and gold, And among His tribes there was not one 
who stumbled. 38 Egypt was glad when they departed, For the dread of 
them had fallen upon them. 39 He spread a cloud for a covering, And fire to 
illumine by night. 40 They asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied them 
with the bread of heaven. 41 He opened the rock and water flowed out; It 
ran in the dry places like a river. 42 For He remembered His holy word 
With Abraham His servant; 43 And He brought forth His people with joy, 
His chosen ones with a joyful shout. 
 

o Now you see so clearly what the Psalm writer wants to 
emphasize about God—the pronoun “He”! 
 

o The Psalm writer wants to emphasize that God was the One 
who drove every single event when Israel was in Egypt. 

 
o And I want to direct your attention, in particular, to v. 25: 

 

פִַּ֣ךְ ▪ ם ה  ב  א לִָ֭ ִֹּׁ֣ וֹ לִשְנ ל עַמָ֑ הִתְנַכֵֵ֗ יו לְּ֝ ֽ ד  ׃בַעֲב  . 
 

• God inclined the hearts of the Egyptians to hate 
His people and to deal craftily with them! 
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• What does this mean?! It means, at some level, 
without violating their personally responsibility 
or accountability at all, God supernaturally 
made/caused/produced hatred in the heart of the 
Egyptian people for Israel and thus provide an 
opportunity for God to dramatically intervene 
and deliver His people! 
 

• The mystery here is that Egypt retained full guilt 
and responsibility for their crimes against Israel, 
but that behind the scenes, God was orchestrating 
the most unforgettable event in Israel’s history. 

 
f. Isaiah 45:5-7 

י • ה֙  אֲנִִּ֤ ין יְהו  י ע֔וֹד וְאִֵּ֣ תִ֖ ין זוּל  ים אִֵּ֣ אֱלֹהִָ֑  

פֶס י אֶ֖ ָ֑ ד  י בִלְע  ֖ה אֲנִ֥ ין יְהו  עֽוֹד׃ וְאֵ֥   

ר א אוֹר֙  יוֹצֵ֥ שֶךְ וּבוֹרִֵּ֣ ה חֹׁ֔ שֶ֥ ל֖וֹם עֹׁ וֹרֵא ש  ע וּבִּ֣ ָ֑ י ר  ֖ה אֲנִ֥ ה יְהו  שֶ֥ לֶה׃ עֹׁ ל־אֵֽ כ    
 

o Notice in vv. 5-6 YHWH proclaims His supremacy and 
exclusivity. And yet, what is it, exactly that sets Him apart from 
everyone and everything? 
 

▪ V. 7: ר א אוֹר֙  יוֹצֵ֥ שֶךְ וּבוֹרִֵּ֣ ה חֹׁ֔ שֶ֥ ל֖וֹם עֹׁ וֹרֵא ש  ע וּבִּ֣ ָ֑ ר  . 
 

• In Hebrew poetry, these are parallel statements 
 

o Light = peace 
 

o Darkness = evil 
 

o And YHWH just said that what it is that demonstrates His 
exclusivity and supremacy over everything is that He not only 

makes peace, but He is the One who creates ע ָ֑  !ר 
 

▪ That word is the exact same word in Genesis 50:20 and 
Job 2:10 and 42:11!  
 

▪ And depending on the version you use, God says that 
He is the One who creates “evil” or “calamity.” And that 
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term “calamity” is the Hebrew term ע ִ֑  and you can ,ר 
translate that term as “calamity”, “adversity” or “evil.”  

 
▪ And whether you translate this as “evil” or “calamity” 

makes absolutely no difference because calamity includes 
sinful, evil actions committed by human beings. 

 
▪ God is the creator of “calamity” or “evil” not in the sense 

that He delights in evil—because He emphatically does 
not. Nor does it mean that He in any way actually 
commits evil—because He most emphatically does not!  

 
▪ But God is the creator of “evil” or “calamity” in the sense 

that He is the One who ultimately designed, ordained 
and predestined that it come into existence! 

 
g. Lamentations 3:38 

וב׃ • ות וְהַטֹּֽ א הָרָעֹ֖ א תֵצֵֵ֔ י עֶלְיון֙ ל ֹ֣  .מִפִִּ֤

 

h. Amos 3:6 

ה׃ • א עָשָֹּֽ יר וַיהוָֹ֖ה ל ֹ֥ ִּ֤ה רָעָה֙ בְעִֵ֔  .אִם־תִהְיֶ

 

i. Acts 2:22-23 

• Ἄνδρες Ἰσραηλῖται, ἀκούσατε τοὺς λόγους τούτους: Ἰησοῦν τὸν 

Ναζωραῖον, ἄνδρα ἀποδεδειγμένον ἀπὸ τοῦ θεοῦ εἰς ὑμᾶς 

δυνάμεσι καὶ τέρασι καὶ σημείοις οἷς ἐποίησεν δι' αὐτοῦ ὁ θεὸς 

ἐν μέσῳ ὑμῶν, καθὼς αὐτοὶ οἴδατε, 23τοῦτον τῇ ὡρισμένῃ βουλῇ 

καὶ προγνώσει τοῦ θεοῦ ἔκδοτον διὰ χειρὸς ἀνόμων 

προσπήξαντες ἀνείλατε. 

 

o The most wicked, evil sin committed in the history of the 
universe was according to the “having been predestined plan 
and foreknowledge of God” 
 

o Predestined in eternity past! 
 

j. Acts 4:27-27 

• 27συνήχθησαν γὰρ ἐπ' ἀληθείας ἐν τῇ πόλει ταύτῃ ἐπὶ τὸν ἅγιον 

παῖδά σου Ἰησοῦν, ὃν ἔχρισας, Ἡρῴδης τε καὶ Πόντιος Πιλᾶτος 

σὺν ἔθνεσιν καὶ λαοῖς Ἰσραήλ, 28ποιῆσαι ὅσα ἡ χείρ σου καὶ ἡ 

βουλή [σου] προώρισεν γενέσθαι. 
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o Everyone on the list here was guilty! 
 
o And yet, what they did they did what God’s sovereign hand and 

His will predestined to occur 
 

k. Conclusion 
 

• As much as it melts the hard-drive of our minds, we simply must yield 
to the mind-exploding reality that in eternity past God ordained that 
sin and evil would exist and that He currently controls it and guides 
and governs it for loving, wise, holy, sovereign and glorious purposes. 
 

• I believe that in some unfathomable mystery sin and evil existing in the 
world is the best of all possible worlds or plans that God could have 
made! 

 
o In other words, in the end God will be more glorified by 

ordaining sin and evil in the world than if He had not done 
that! 
 

▪ “We believe that God, from all eternity, in order to 
display the full extent of His glory for the eternal and 
ever-increasing enjoyment of all who love Him, did, by 
the most wise and holy counsel of His will, freely and 
unchangeably ordain and foreknow whatever comes to 
pass. We believe that God upholds and governs all things 
– from galaxies to subatomic particles, from the forces of 
nature to the movements of nations, and from the public 
plans of politicians to the secret acts of solitary persons– 
all in accord with His eternal, all-wise purposes to 
glorify Himself, yet in such a way that He never sins, 
nor ever condemns a person unjustly; but that His 
ordaining and governing all things is compatible with 
the moral accountability of all persons created in His 
image.” 

 
XV. Conclusion: Sin and evil for the supremacy of Christ 

 
a. I believe that when you look at the Scriptures as a whole, I believe that you 

must come to the ultimate conclusion that what drove God to ordain that sin 
and evil would exist was His love—and love both for His own Son and for us.  
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b. Texts like John 17 and Acts 2 make it clear that the Father crafted a plan with 
His Son at the center because for all eternity He wanted us to see and enjoy 
what He had seen and enjoyed for all eternity, namely His Son! He wanted us 
to feel about His Son the way He had felt about His Son! 

 
c. And to do that, He constructed a plan that included sin and evil and sinners 

who need a Savior, because those elements would provide the perfect path to 
display the glory of Christ. 
 

d. So again, I’m arguing that sin and evil in the world is the best of all possible 
plans that God could have designed, because that plan will result in causing us 
to see Jesus Christ for the supremely valuable treasure that He is! 
 

• The most loving thing God could have ever done is give us His own 
Son to enjoy forever and ever and ever. Agreed? 

 
• And I’m saying sin and evil in the world, in some mystery, is how 

Christ is most fully put on display—not only because He saves sinners 
by dying in their place, but also because He will reverse the curse and 
effects of sin and death when He comes in His kingdom and in so 
doing, will put His worth and beauty on display for our enjoyment 
forever! 

 
o Illustration: if you want to show off the brute power of a 

bodybuilder, you give him tons of weight to lift; if you show 
Christ off as a great Savior and a treasure of infinite worth, you 
give Him sin and death to conquer. 

 
o It’s all about a plan of God to send Christ to save sinners and 

reverse sin’s curse and to put death to death forever and in so 
doing, put Christ on display!  

 
o Sin and evil in the world is the black velvet backdrop that puts 

the worth and beauty of Jesus Christ most distinctly on display. 
 


